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The Epiſtle 
keep my Chamber , not 
to diſable me (I praiſe © 
bim for it) in an) fa- 
'Emlty of my body or 
winde. which therefore 
J efteemed my ſelf 6b- 
liged to imploy to the 
beft® ſervice of God and 
your Ladifhip, ſince 1 
am called to that ho- 
nour iu your noble Houſe 
to diſcharge thoſe two 
ſervices in one. And 1 
have endeavoured that 
my retirement ſhould 
wake ſome amends for 
the diſcontinuance of 
mine attendance. Whil(t 
Jour Ladiſhip expreſt 
fo much charit) and ten- 


Dedicatory. 
der care for my recove= 
ry, 1 ſpent ſome thoughts 
upon 4 care proper to my 
place, to give to your de- 
votion what help lieth in 
me, that when jou pray 
you may ever meet God, 
whom many times wee 
miſſe when we go about 
te ſeek him by prayer. 
Truly we onght to ob- 
ſerve with our beſt care 
What may be the reaſon 
why ſo often either wee 
finde u return of our 
prayers, or finde a re- 
turn of diſpleaſure in- 
ſtead of comfort. As 
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ment ſinners. 
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The Epiſtle 
ble and immaterial doth 
not help the minde with 
any image 1 | 
to the ſenſe and imagina- 
tion; without which it 5 
very hard fir the un- 
derfanding to fix bu 
thongbts. And that de- 
| Jet in our nature ts 
made worſe by this de- 
felt in our duty, that we 
make our addreſſes to 
God having not conſide- 
red before what we are 
going about , what God 
it, and what we are. 

And as the beſt things 
may be of ill uſe, the 
ſaying of prayers by heart 
fo neceſſary to many peo- 
ple, 


Dedicatory. 
ple, as uncapable to 
frame prayers, Jet with- 
ont an eſpecial good heed 
will give more licenſe to 
the Wandering of our 
thoughts: For words 
ſetled in the memory by 
long cnſtome will come 
to our tongues end before 
they enter into our mind; 
and ſuch is mans weak= 
neſſe that things moſt or- 
dinary are leaſt heeded. 

For a help againſt 
theſe inconvemencies, I 
bave bere ſet down mo- 
dels of prayers for every 
day of the week, and two 
for the Lords day. And 
before every prayer 1 
have © 
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cording 4s your neceſſity | 
or a1ſcretiows ſhall ſug- 
geſt. Which that you 
might freely do, I made 
them not overlong, fe 
that one Soliloquie with 
the prayer Will not hold 
jou above 4 quarter of 
as hour. 

I know your Ladifſhip 
uſeth other good helps, 
to Jour Wn more partie 
cular aſpirations to hea- 
ven. And I preſume not 
bereby to make you de- 
cline any form or devont 
cuſtome where you have 
found ediſication. But 
by uſing theſe ſometimes 
the other will become new 
40 


Dedicatory. 
to your Ladiſbip, and 
variety will make them 
more acceptable and pro- 
fitable. 

One counſel 1 humbly 
crave leave to urge upon 
jour goalineſſe, that you 
never ſet your ſelf to 
pray without ſome fore- 
going meditation, either 
of your oewne good. 
though's, or anothers 
made ready to your 
hand. To which end, I 
have in the end of this 
Week of Devotions ad- 
ded a preparatory Soli- 
loquie for any kinde of 
prayer. For there being 
ſuch an immenſe diſtance 
| be- 
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bis that 
bis mie newly. come 
fran worldly bufineſſes 
wpon big Father which i 1 
is beaven,. exce 
mal before 4 Bridge of 
' miditatcon between theſe 
- fo ow ſhprez. 

Here alſp aur Ladi 

ſhip ſhall Bude 4 pref 

ration for the holy Com- 
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ant not the lalours ef 
others that have worthie 
iy medicated apex this 
ſabject, whoſe goed ex- 
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The Epiſtle 
Tet by theſe helps of | 
devotion I de not ſo much 
intend to caſe your medi- 
tation of 4 labour, as to 
ſtir up towards theſe ſa- 
cred duties the rare abi- 
lities of your brave mind, 
bleft With a gracious di- 
ſpoſition to godlineſs and 
good works. Of which J 
could ſay.much, but that 
it 3s not the duty of my 
place to praiſe it, but to 
labour ts encreaſe it. 
For that end / humbly 
preſent theſe Meditati- 
ons as Hanamaid:s te 
Jour Ladiſhips devotion, 
beſeecbing God to aſſiſt 
them with his vertue 
from 
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from above , that you 
may be ftrengthned with 
migbt by bis Spirit in 
ö the inner man, growing 
every aay from grace to 
grace, and finally from 
grace to glory. [reſt 


Madam 
Your Ladiſhips 


ron your Aft duifl and 


Yoghall p 
Febr. — Gionate Ser- 
1653. vant, 


P. Du Moulin: 


AER, | 
Intended not to 
publiſh this ſmal 
—— in this 

Learned and Curi- 
ous Age. But ſeri- 

; ouſlyI was ſo weary 

of giving Copies, 
and ſo afraid to ſee 
this printed upon 

ſome negligent tran- 
ſcript, that in the 
end I give way to 
the 


the counſel of many | f 
good foules, who re- 
preſented to me that 
theſe Meditations, * 
being of their nature 

of general uſe, ought 

not to be confined to 


private benefit. 


| WEEKE 
of Soliloquies and 
Prayers. 
For MUNDATYT. 
Pſal. XXViii. ver. v. 
For mine iniquities are 
gone over my head, as 


an heavy burden, they 
are too heavy for me. 


o 
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Soliloquy 


He life of a2 
faithful ſoul is 
' a journcy to 
1 God. And 1 
praiſe his mercy, that 
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2 Solilequy 


I feel within mie a fig: 
cerc deſire to be a tra- 


veller in that journey. 


For I know that to 
draw near unto God is 
my good, and to draw 


back from him is cer- 
tain perdition. 


But when 7 endea- 
vour to riſe up to God, 


1 feel a heavie burden 
of the fleſh lying upon 
the wings of my devoti- 
on, that keepeth it 
down. Then the num- 
ber of my ſins fills me 
with ſhame, and the 


high juſtice and holi- 
neſs of God ſtrikes me ' 
with terrour. For if 
the Serarhius cover their 
faces 
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faces with their win 
before him as not hety 

. | enough to behold that 
bolieſt of holies, how 


|; can I appear before 


him with my weak un- 
clean nature? how can 
the ſtuble ſtand before 


that conſuming fire ? 


l ſee then that to riſe 

up to God, the firſt 
round of the ladder is 
humilitie. I fee that if 
I will be acquitted I 
muſt condemn my ſelf, 
and that my judge wilt 
not pronounce me guilt. + 
leſs till I plead guiltie. 

Woe is me ! I have 
to much cauſe for it. 
When I conſider what 
| B 2 


I have received. of Got, 


and what I have repay: 
== 1 eres 

me ater its image, 
and I have diſfipund | 
it by ſin. He hath! 
made me for-his glorie, 
and I have ſought mine 
own. He hath ſhone 
upon me with the 
light of his truth, and 
J have not walked in 
his light. 

He bath bought me 
with the precious bloud 


of his beloved ſon, and 


J did not deliver to him 


that, which he bought | 


at ſodear -a rate. . My 
body and my foul be- 


w 4 
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long to him by right 
| of 


rern 5 
4 of creation,” redempti- 
on, und preſervation; 
and I did not worthily 
lorĩfie him in my bo- 
dy, and in my ſpirit 
which are his. How | 
„ many graces have I re- 
*; ceived of his liberality. 
e And what account can 
I give him of the uſe I 
4 put them to? What 
n thanks did I give him 
for ſupplying my wants, 
and helping me out of 
my dangers? How many 
times inſtead of thanks, 
when he defended me 
"| I offended him, and 
be while Ioffended him 
defended me, as if his 
goodneſs and mine un- 
B 3 thank 


6 HW 
thankfolneſs had bin 
ſtriving for maſterie? 

Salomon tells me that | 
to puniſs the juſt it is, 
mot good. Nor to ſtrily - 


Princes for equitie. Yet 
it is the u ug that I 
'to my 


have offere 
God. I have ſtricken 
at the juſt one and the 
juſtice it ſelf, by grie- 
ving his good ſpirit. 
And that juſt one is 
my Prince. And it is 
for his equitie and for- 
bearance that I' abuſed 
him, for had he ſunck 
me into hell when 1 
was wilfully ſinking in- 
to fin ; had he not con- 
tinued unto me life 
ſtrength, | 


Por Munday 7” © 
ſtrength and plentie, 
] could not have im- 
ployed his benefits to 
offend my benefactor 
as I have done. Pro. 27. 
26. 

How ſlackly, how 
overly have 1 perfor- 
med the duties of his 
ſervice ! what gadding 
of my thoughts in my 
prayers ! What cold- 
neſs in my devotion ! 
What neglect of good 
works! Have I heard 
his word with attenti - 
on ! Have I meditated 
on it with affection! 
Have I kept it with ſin- 
ceritie ! And when 
God toucht me with 
B 4 his 


86 Solidequy:- 


his good Spirit, did] 
readily receive and en- 
tertain his good moti- 
ons! Did I open to him 
every time that he 
knockt, and ſaid to me 
as to the Spoyſe, open to 
me my (iſter my love 
Did I not rather deſpiſe 
the riches of his good- 
neſs and forbearance 
and long ſuffering, not 
knowing, or ( which is 
worſe) not minding 
that the goodneſs of 
God leadeth me to re- 
pentance ! How ſlowly 
do 7 ſtir to raiſe my 
thoughts to God, and 

ow quick are my mo- 


tions towards the 


world ! ! 
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world 1 How eaſily am 
I intangled with un- 
beleeving cares and 
fears, and lulled with 
the deceitfulneſs of 
wordly hapes ? Poor 
ſoul that aſpireſt to hea- 


ven thy country, what 


a ſtrange aire doſt thon 
live in? where the 


world engroſſeth all the ; 


time, and one cannot 
think of God but by 


ſtealth, what a fleſhly 


priſon art thou confi- 
ned in, where Piety is 


| languiſhing and fin is 


lively > Where nature 
helpeth her captivitie 
and feareth her liber- 
tie? D wretched foul 
| Bs ˙ mas 


- 
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10 r 
that I am, who ſhal f 
deliver me from the 
body of this death? 
Cant. 5. 2. Rom. 7. 24. 


PRAYER. 
O Great God, whole 


majeſtie is infi- 
nite, the holineſs per- 
feR, theeyes all ſeeing, 
and the juſtice formi- 
dable. Iam caſt down 
with ſhame and confu- 
ſion of face, when TI 
think how pure thou 
art and how impure I 
am ; herein the more 
puiltie becauſe thou _. 
baſt created me after 
| thine image, and en- 
dowed 


| Hl 


„ 
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dowed me with thy ho- 
ly knowledge, honour- 
ing me ſo much as to 
acknowledge me for 
one of thy children in 
thy ſon Jeſus Chriſt; 
which high grace ought 
to have made me ſtudi- 
ous to become like my 
Father which is in hea- 
ven. Thou haft given 
me holy lawes, thou 
haſt compaſſed me a- 
bout with loving kind- 
neſs and tender mercies, 
thou haſt comforted " 
my ſoule with thy ſa- 
ving promiſes; but I 
have tranſgreſſed thy 
lawes, abuſed thy ten- 
der mercies, and turned 
the 


12 Proper 
the comfort of why hs 
ving promiſes into an 
occaſion of carnal ſecu- 

ritie. I have bin active 
for the world and flow | 
in thy ſervice, I have 
ſought mine own things 
more then the things 
of the Lord Jeſus : this 
deceitful world hath | 
many times ſtolen my 
love which to thee only 
is due. And the ſub- 
jects thou haſt given 
me to love and plorifie 
thee, I have miſapli. 
ed to the contrary, be- 
ing with-drawn from 
thee by thy benefits 
which odd have 
drawn me to thee with 
cords 
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cords of humanitie. 
I have cumbred my 
minde with dient 
cares, and fears offen- 
ſive to thy love and 
rovidence, whereas [ 
ſhould have caſt all my 
cares upon thee for thou 
careſt for me: how 
many faults of preſump- 
tion, how many faults 
of errour, how many 
ſecret faults do I daily 
commit before thee the 
holy one, and the juſt 
that hateſt iniquitie 
and juſtifieſt not the 
wicked! And how far 


am l from that holineſs 


requiſite in words, in 
thoughts, in actions and 


more 


more in affections to 


wa 
Og 


at and holy God, 


that ſeeſt all, chat 


judgeſt all, and ſearch⸗ 
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in thy preſence] 


eſt the hearts and - 


reins | I have ſinned 
what ſhall I do to thee 
thou preſerver of men? 

O Lord that hateſt not 


the work of thy hands, 
what doeſt thou enpect 
of me a ſinful creature, 


but that I humble and 
condemn my ſelf before 
thy juſtice, and then 


by a faith working by 


love appeal from thy 
juſtice to thy mercie ? 
O Father of mercies, 


though I am a great | 
ſinner 


| 
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For aua 15 | 
) | finner,yetam I in a con- 
dition to preſent unto 
„ thee an acceptable ſa- 
Ccrifice, ſince the ſacri- 
ſices of God area bro- 
ken ſpirit, a broken and 
a contrite heart O God 
thou wilt not de ſpiſe. 
Our hearts are never 
whole before thee till 
they be broken, and 
they can not be broken 
until thou break them 
thy ſelf by thy good 
ſpirit, with the whol> 
ſome bruiſe of repen- 
tance. Our hearts are 
hard till thy ſelf make 
them ſoft; and our lips 
cloſe in matter of con- 
feſſing our ſines, and 


thy 


26 5 Prayer 9 
thy praiſes untill thay 
open them. Here | 
then Lord the begin-| 
ning of my hope; yes 
of my confidence, while 
I am ſitting in the aſhy ' 
and tears of my con- 
trition. For this con · 
trition is the work of 


that in me aiddeth nd 
good; and my ſerious 
diſpleaſure to have of | 
fended thee, and my 
deſire to return unto 
thee is the action of thy 
ſpirit drawing me to 
make me run after thee. 
Job. 7.20. Pſal. 5 1. 17. 
O Lord there is for- 
giveneſs with thee that 
8 thos | 


4 

| 

' 

{ 

thy grace in me, ſeeing ; 
| 4 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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thow mie ſt be feared. 
If we were not ſinners, 
in vain had thy beloved 
Son come into the 
world; and the grie- 
vouſneſs of my ſins pro- 


voketh the greatneſ⸗ 


greateſt ſins are cove- 
with the merit of 
y Saviour Jeſus, as 
the tops of the higheſt 
hills were covered with 
the waters of the flood, 
P{al. 130. | 
O my God how's 
have ſo much offer:ded, 
I will not adde unto 
my other ſins that of 
incredulitie - I will im- 
bracethy holy promiſes 
that 


— 
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that wheſoever belceverh| 
in Jeſus Chriſt ſhall na! 
periſh but have everla-| 
ſting life, yea that be 
that beleeveth on hin 
though he were dead yet 
ſhall he live. Lord 1 
beleeve help thou my 
unbelief; make me to 
hear joy and gladn 
that the bones which 
thou haſte broken may 
rejoyce. Hide thy face 
from my ſins and blot 
out all mine iniquities. 
Reſtore unto me joy of 
thy Salvation and up- 
hold me with thy free 
ſpirit. Joh. 3. 16, Pſal. 
51. 

Truly I have fin in 
my 


For Mundy 19 


my boſome which is a 
worſe death then the 

natural. But there by 
thy grace I haye alſo 
the ſparks of faith +: 
which is the life of the 


ſoul. Oincreaſe them 


thou holy and good 
ſpirit. And ſince the 


Fighteous ſhall live by 


faith, O God give me 


a faith that may frame 


in me the life of righ- 
teouſneſs, and endow 
me with righteouſneſs 
that I may live by faith. 
Create in me à clean 
heart O God and renew 
4 right ſpirit within me. 
Lord Jeſu who being 
made guiltie for me 
x haft - 


baſt .taken away the 


ale of my fin be plea» 
ed alſo to take away 


: 


_ the iniquitie of the 
ſame. For that which 


is molt terrible to me 


1nmy ſin is net the ter- 


tour of thy judgements, 


it is fin it ſelf. It is fin 


that frights me with, 
its uglineſs, that con- 


founds me with its e- 
normitie, that breaks 


my back with its 


weight. Aline iniqui- 
ties are Lone over my 


head as an heavie bur- - 
den, they are too heavie 


for me. O great deli- | 


verer of the captive and 


the oppreſſed, thon | 
that | 


that ſag eſt come. unte 


and heavie laden and J 
milleaſe you, I, come to 
thee wearie and hea- 
vie laden with the 
weight of my ſins. Eaſe 
me O my Saviour ac- 
cording to thy good 
promiſes, free me from 
the yoke of iniquitie 
and ſo ſtrengthen me 
with thy free ſpirit that 
I may lay aſide every 
weight and the ſin that 
doth ſo eaſily be-ſet 
me, and that I may 
run with patience the 
race that is ſet before 
me, looking unto the 
Lord Jeſu the author 
and, 


10. all yee that are wearie © 


22 Prayer - 
- and finiſher of my 
faith. To whom wi 

thy father and thy 
good ſpirit be glory for 
ever Amen. 

Pſal. 51. Mat. 11. 28. 
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For THESD AY, 
Rom. v. Verſe 7. 

' Therefore being juſtified 


by faith we have peace 
with God through our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


Soliloquie 


4 
1 
[ 
4 


Hich way ſoe- 

ver I look upon 

the world whether I 
conſider the extent of 
all his regions, or the 
variety of events, or 
the mulciplicitie of con- 

, ditions of men, or the 
- ſucceſſion of years 
ſince the firſt ſin till 
now; I find in all 
times and places the la- 
mentable 
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mentable effects of the 


diſſention between God 
and man. In man I 
ſee a general and opini- 


atre Apoſtacie from his 


maker, his thoughts are 


far from God, his af- 
fections are deboiſhed 
from his love, his acti- 
ons are oppoſite to 


TH” _— 


his commandements. | 
Yea, he goeth about to 
perſwade himſelf that 


God is but a Chimera 
invented by Princes to 
keep the ſubject in awe. 


The fool hath ſaid in his | 


heart there is no God. 
For though he cannot 
ſay ſo much in his un- 
derſtanding that con- 


vinceth 


— — 


vinceth him of the con- 
trary, yet he enter- 
taineth it in his heart, 
becauſe he wiſheth ic 
were ſo; there being 
nothing more ter- 
rible to a fellon then 
to think on his Judge. 
Out of that enmitie a- 
gainſt God proceed all 
the wicked deeds that 
are committed in the 
world, thoſe heaps of 
iniquitie that ſtrike 
heaven with their 
height, and make the 
earth groan under their 
weight. J ſee on the 
other ſide how God 
jaſtly irritated ſneweth 
forth by his judgements 
2 the 


— 


thequarrel*he hath a- 


gainft man, making 


the Summer to ſcorch 
him, the winter to chil 
him, his ground to be 
barren, his ayre to be 


Peſtiferous, the ſtorms | 


to beat him, the ſea 
to wrack him, vermin 
to conſume him, wilde 
beaſts to tear him, 
hurts and ſickneſſes, to 
torment his body, care 
and remorſe to torture 
his ſoule, and the 
world to be puniſht by 
his own wickedneſs ; 
for what elle are robbe- 
ries by ſea and land, 
violences of war and op- 
preſſions of law , but 


puniſhments 
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mmiſhmetits that men 
lat onè upon another 
for rebelling againſt 
God ? And yet that 


| judgements is nothing 


to that which is not 
ſeen, the torments of 
conſcience and that 
lake of fire and brim- 
ſton prepared for Gods 
enemies, where their 
worm dieth not, and 
the fire is not quenched, 
where there is wailing 
and gnaſhing of teeth, 
where the torment hath 
no end, becauſe the 
enmitie with God hath: 

none. Pſal. 14. 1. 
And when from a- 
C 2 bout 


- I ſuffer nothing but 


bout me I turn mine 
eyes within me there [ 
finde to my great prief 
a remnant. of that car- 
nal minde which is en- 
mitie againſt God; 
the fleh luſteth againſt | 
the Fþirit and the ſpirit a- | 
gaixſt the fleſh, and theſe | 
are contrary the one to the 
other ſo that I gaunot 'do 
the things that I would. 
And I cannot but im- 
pute all my croſſes, and 
all mine infirmities of 
body, and troubles of 
minde, to that old 
quarrel that God hath 
againſt ſin. But 


— — 


„. 


Wr 


what is common to the 
children 
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© | children of God that 
have peace with him 
through Jeſus Chriſt 
7 | our Lord. For while 
the indignation ” God 
3 | is ſpread over the per- 
f | verſe world , and the 
- | childrenof God them- 
"| ſelves are not exempt 
7 

J 


of it in this world, be- 
cauſe they are not yet 
altogether exempt of 

perverineſs; Yet a- 
mong theſe remnants 
ol ſin, and in the midſt 
of the wages of ſin 
| _ are death and 
| affliftion, the peace 
of God which paſſeth 
all undetſtanding keep- 
eth their hearts and 
„ ©. 4. ma 


Seba, 


20 Jolla 
brough Jeſu 


- 
* 


Chriſt, Phil. 4. 7. And 


they feel within a holy 
perſwaſion that their 
peace is made with 
How beautiful 


the mountains are 
* ef bim the | 


« 
: 
bringeth good tidings 
that publiſheth poace, 
that bringetb good tidings 
of good , that publiſheth 


— 


k 
t 


Salvation, that ſaith un- 
to Sion thy God reigneth? | 


Eſa. 52. 4. O accep- 
table news to me that 
am conceived in iniqui- 
tie, and by nature 2 
child of wrath even as 
others, that God ſpeak- 
eth to my heart and 
there 
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there crieth that my in- 
iquitie is pards ned, -thas 
] have received of the 
Lords hand double for all 
my ſins | Yea, thougli 
my. many ſins were 4 
hundred times more 
numerous, God my 
judge hath received 
double ſatisfaction for 
them, ſo precious is the 
merit of my Saviour, 
ſo effectual is the ver- 
tue of his death which 
he ſuffered for me. 
That great peace is 
offered to all, bur re- 
ceived by few. Chriſt 
cameunto his own and 
his own received him 


not, but as many as 


C4 re- 


' $2 Soliley -| 
received him to them 
gave he power to be. | ® 
come the ſdns of God 1 
even to them that be. | b 
leeve on his name. 1} © 
bleſs his grace 1 am one ! 
( 


otthem that have re- 
ceived him, and he; 
dwelling in my heart | 
through faith, which | 
himſelf hach given me, 
aſſureth me that of an 
enemie by nature I am 
become one of his chil- 
dren. He that dwelleth in 
the high and holy place, 
with him alſo that is of 
an humble and contrite 
ſpirit, Iſa. 57. 15. is | 
pleaſed to make his | 
dwelling within me w | 
| is 
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his gracious preſence, | 


and there to ſer his 
throne of peace, where- 
by he ſtilleth the ſtorm . 
of my perplexities, 
cares, and fears, of 
that fear eſpecially that 
makes one for fear of 
death to be all his life 
ſubjet unto bondage. 
Heb. 2. 15. By the 
grace of my God I fear 
not death eternal , for 
my Saviour hath ſwal- 
lowed it in victorie. 1 
fear not the temporal, 
for that great Saviour 
bath ſanctified it, and 
changed its nature by 
his death, making it 
from a gate of Hell, 
— "$ that 


34 rr 
that it was, the gate of 
bea ven to them that be- 
leeve on him. 

From this ſtate of 


grace and peace I look | 
as from a ſafe harbour 


upon the tempeſts that 
are raiſed abroad, by 
the turbulent perverſi- 


tie of men deſtitute of 


the grace of God; 


vials of his wrath. 
Great empires are ſha- 

Monarchies are 
buried down. Men 
teare one another with 


who alſo juſtly POW- | 
reth upon them the 


wars and lawſuits, and 


mine intereſſes are not | 


free from the toſſing of 


the 


| 
ö 
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the general. But a- 
mong that tumult I 
injoy within the 2 
of my God; and my 
heart is a ſanctuarie 
where God dwells with 
meand I with him. If 
he ſend me afflictions 
it is onely to multiplie 
his comforts, and ſhew 
his marvelous loving 
kindneſs by ſaving me 
by his right hand. Pſa, 
17. 7. He hath delive- 
red me from eternal 
pains, and ſanctifieth 

the temporal for my 
good. He makes his 
rod like that of Aaron 
to bring me both fruits 


and flowers. I am aſſu- 
red 


red that all that he 
ſends me is good, ſince 
it comes froin the hand 


of my God and Father, 
and that finally he will | 
make me viRorious, tri- | | 
uümphbing of all the en- 
mitie of Satan, the 


world , and the fleſh; 
and receive me into his 
great eternal peace , 
clad with the righte- 
ouſneſs of my Saviour. 
For being juſtified 4 
faith I have peace with 
God through Jeſus 
| Chriſt my Lord. 
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Lmiphtie God and 
A might ther” | 


who teacheſt me by 
thine Apoſtle that mer- 
cie re oyceth againſt 
judgement; Jam. 2. 
13. I praiſe and glorifie 
thee with all mine af- 
fections, tbat thou ma- 
keſt me finde in my 
conſcience the expofl, 
tion of that holy do- 
Qrine. For when I 
conſider the general 
condemnation of the 
[- wicked world, living 
in natural enmitie a- 
gainſt thee, and that 
my ſelf being born in 
that 


38 Prager 
that condemnation , 
nevertheleſs it pleaſeth 
thee to ſpeak peace to 
my ſoul, and ſeal in my 


heart the remiſſion of 
my fins by a lively 


faith, I am rapt up 


with an holy admirati- 


on, and deeply toucht 


with humilitie, joy, 
gratefulneſs, and love, 


looking with bowed 


head and fixt eyes into 


the depths of thy mer- 
cy 


God of infinite Majeſtic 


and power haſt given 


thine own ſon to re- 


deem our enemies ! | 
That 


1 


0 what depth of 
mercie that thou great 
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That thine eternal ſon 


hath taken my fleſh to 


give me thy ſpirit, that 
he hath ſuffered death 
to give me life, that 
he hath born the 
weight of thy wrath to 
give me thy peace. 
That whereas I was by 
nature a child of wrath 
I am adopted now in- 
to the rights of thy 
children! Father of 
mercies O that I might 
know thy mercie e- 
nough to love thee e- 
nough ! O God of my 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt the 
father of glory. Give 
me the fhirit of wiſdom 


| and Revelation jn the 


knowledge 


46 Projer 
knowledge of him. The 
eyes of my under ſtanding 
being inlightened that I 
may know what is the 
hope of thy calling, and 
what the riches of the 
glorie of thine inberitance | 
in the Saints, and what 
is the exceedirg great- 
neſs of thy power towards 
us who beleeve according | 
to the working of thy | 
mightie power which thou 
haſt wrought in (brift. | 
Ephe. 1, 17. O Chriſt | 
the great and only me- 
diator of my peace with | 
thy father, how ſhall ! | 


ever ſufficiently com- 
prehend the excellencie 
of thy love and the 
| | greatneſs 
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greatneſs of thy bene- 
fits! I am naturally de- 
filed with iniquitie, , 
but thou haſt waſht 
mein thy blood. My 
fins are a heavie bur- 
den, but thou haſt 
born them upon thine 


own ſhoulders. I am 


gviltie before the judi- 
rial throne of thy fa- 
ther, but 1 am acquit- 
ted by thine interceſſi- 
on. I am unrighteous, 
but thou haſt covered 
me with thy merit. 
Nay, Father, I am no 
more unrighteous be- 
fore thy juſtice, I am 
righteous by the righ- 
tecuſneſs of thy ſon. 
| O 


42 Naur 
O father of my Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, thou ſeeſt 
no more iniquitie in me, 
for thou ſeeſt nothihg 
about me but the obe- 
dience of thy ſon 
wherein I am inwrapt | 
all about by faith. 1 
appear now before thee 
all righteous; holy and 
blameleſs, ſince it plea- 
ſeth thee to look upon 
me through the merit 
of thy righteous ſon. 
Who ſhall lay any thing 
to my charge ſince Chriſt ' 
juſtifieth me? Rom. 8. 
33- And how canſt | 
thou condemn me if the 
righteouſneſs of thy ſon 
be upon me? My Godl | 


am 
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am ſo far from expect - 
ing condemnation for 
my. fins, that I expect 
recompence for. the 
righteouſneſs of thy 
ſon, now mine own. 
And no leſs recompence 
I. expet then the 
kingdoine of heaven, for 
no recompence is too 
great for the merit of 
Teſus Chriſt which is 
mine. | 

That harveſt, by thy 
grace, is ſuro to me; 
but it is yet in the 
blade. Yet I- feel the 
eare ſhooting forth 
within me by thy peace 
which paſſeth all under- 


ſtanding, whereby Iam 


made 


44 Projer 
made certain that thou 
art my father, that Je- 
ſus Chriſt is my' Savi- 
- our, that thy Kingdom 
is mine inheritance. 
But becauſe fin li- 
veth ſtill in me, and 
the fleſh is ſtubborn, 
the world ſetting upon 
me, now with ſeducti- 
ons now with open ho- 
ſtilieie, aad Satans con- 
tinual work is to trouble 
the peace of thy chil- | 
dren by caſting new 
guilt upon their conſci | 
ence, I* beſeech thee, 
O great Prince of peace, | 
to come thy ſelf, and |} 
take in thy hands the 
reignes of mine affecti- 
OT ons, 


Le A cad WP 


Fe nee 5 


ons, keeping them in 
NE under the 
empire .of thy ſpirit ; 
That being ever ruled 
by him 1 never break 
peace with thee by any 
rebellion. That being 
juſtified by faith I be 
ſanRified by the ſame. - 
That my peace being. 
made with thee dy the 
merit of my Saviour 1 
hate fin which is the diſ- 
cord and hoſtilitie a- 
gainſt thee, bringing 
trouble to the conſci- 
ence, and ſetting the 
ſoul at variance with 
her ſelf. Let righte- 
ouſneſs and peace kiſs 
each other in my ſoul. 
Pfal. 


* 


48 Troyer 
Pſal. 85. Let thy peace 
in my heart bring forth 
that right uſe declared 
by thy word, that thou 
wilt fpeak peace unto | 
thy people and to thy 
Saints, that they may 
turn no more unto fol- 
lie. Pſal. 85. 8. Do 
this, O God of peace, 
for the love of thy ſon 
our peace- maker. To 
whom with thee and thy 
holy ſpirit that ſealeth 
thy peace in our bearts, | 
be glorie for eyzrmore. | 
Amen 
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h Rom. 6. ver. 21. 
| 22. 


what fruit had ye then in 
thoſe things whereof 

ou are now aſhamed, 
for the end of thoſe 
things ts death. 

Hut now being made free 
from ſin and become 
ſervans to God, ye 
have jour fruit unto 
holineſs, ard the end 
everlaſting life, 


Soliloquy 

| Ow impertect is 
| the condition of 
the faithful ſoul in this 


world! After I have 
left 


; 


S. e 8 | 


lefc .ſin by repentance, 
and lift up my heart to 
God by faith, I muſt 
yet look back upon ſin 


with ſorrow. For 
though I leave it, it 
will not leave me; 1 
have condemned it, 


but I have not yet cru- 


cified it. I ſhake it, 
but I cannot make it 


ungraſp. 
Yet, bleſſed be God, 
it hath not that rule o- 


ver me, which it had 
before: for Chriſt 
who hath freed me 
from Hell, hath now 


begun that freedome ii 
me by cutting off many 
bonds of tin, that fi 


ks li. 
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&or of hell which lay- 
eth us aſleep, and then 
binds us to deliver us 
up to the Devil. The 
ſins that tempted my 
deſire, now move mine 
indignation, and af- 
fright me more with 
their uglineſs then ever 
they allured me with 
their (miles. 

And as all things 
help-together for good 
unto them that love 
God, the remem- 
brance of my fin teach- 
eth me to hate it. For 


what fruit did I reap 


but ſhame by ſinning? 
And yet that is the beſt 


that comes out of it. 


D For 


For it is far worſe when 
by ſin we loſe ſhame 
and get impudence and 
hardneſs. 


Whata ſhameis it to | 
me to have ſubjected 
this beam of the God- 


head, mine intelligent 
ſoul, to things far under 


me, to have captivated ; 
the ſpirit under the 
fleſh, and (as far as lay 
in me, ) God under the 

world 2 What a ſhame; 
to have ventured the | 
loſs of my birth-right | 
for a poor Meſs, & more 
reſpected the favour ot 
d sfavour of men then | 
o: God, whole all- ſee. 
ing eyes do alwayes | 


lo0 
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look upon me andinto 
me? Yet it is no more 
ſhameful then true that 
I have offended my God 
that created me after 
his image, redeemed 
me by the blood of tis 
ſon, ſealed me by his 
ſpirit, and preſerved 

me by his providence. 
And what had be- 
come of me if God juſt- 
ly angrie had given me 
over to the pride of life, 
and the charming va- 
nitie of this wicked 
world ꝰ For the end of 
thoſe things is death. 
That vanitie is a Syren 
which drawes us on 
with ſmiles and fair 
D2 word 
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words to caſt us head- 


long. It is a ſmonth 
ſtream which carrieth 


them that float upon it 
into a gulf of perdition, | 


It is a captivitie ending 


in death like that of te. 


bels overcome in batte, 
which are put to the 
ſword. And this is the | 
fruit of the bondage of 
fin. 

Whereas being made | 
free from ſin and be- 
come ſervants of God 


we have our fruit unto} 
holineſs, and the end 


everlaſting life. God 
by his great mercie hath | 


freed me from Hell al- 
together, and already 
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from 
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rm; 


from ſin in part; but 
Tſhall loſe the laſt and 


| beſt part of that free- 


dome, and the firſt al- 


 fointhe end, if I turn 


libertie into licenti- 


* ouſneſs. For Chriſt 
hath not freed me from 
the bondage of Satan 


that I ſhonld have no 
maſter, but being made 
free from fin I am become 
a ſervant of righteouſneſs, 
Rom. 6. 17. 

In Countries where 


| ſlaves are ſold, who e- 


ver bought a ſervant to 
have no ſervice from 
him? And ſhall not 


God who is as wiſe as 


| he is merciful get ſer- 


D 3 Vice 


$4 Salus 
vice from thoſe whom 
he hath bought by the 
blood of his ſon and 
freed by his Spirit? 
Good reaſon he ſhould. 


. IT am the Lords freed 


ſervant, and therefore 
his ſervant; becauſe I am 
freed by him, for there- 
fore he freed me that 
I might ſerve him. As 
on the other ſide I am 
free becauſe I am his 
ſervant, for in his ſer- 
vice lieth the ſoveraign 
libertie of the creature; 


and he truly reigneth, | 


and he only, that ſub- 
jecteth himſelf wholy 
to God, for then he is 
maſter at home, com- 
manding 


K — ww © eee 


* -—— S mvAacoas | — 


rende s 


hd —* wo- ' Fs FTY ol _ ww CD bw Mm Mo > .025 


manding his deſires and 
affetions in Gods ' 
tight. Whereas he 
that ſubjecteth not him- 
ſelf to him is the ſervant 
of ſin, and liveth miſe- 
rable under his unruly 
paſſions, as in a diſtra- 
cted common wealth 
torn between many pet- 
tie tyrants. 

Come then, my ſoul, 
let us labour to perfect 
that freedome which 
God hath already 
wrought in us by his 
good ſpirit. Let us 
break what remains in 
m of the bonds of ſin, 
which tie us ſtill too 
faſt, to the world and 

va- : 24 che 


8 Soltloguy © 
the fleſh. Let us ftard 
faſt in the libertie where« 


with hriſ hath made u 


Free, and let us not be 
intangled again with the 
oak, of bondage. Gul. 
5. 1. O what goodly 
fruit, what bleſſed end 
is brought forth by this 
al freedome ! 
The fruit thereof is un- 
to holineſs, and the end 
everleſting life. Firſt, 
the fruit of holineſs, 
then the end everlaſt- 
ing life, a divine and 
' 1nviolable order. I 


muſt not hope to have 


for the end everlaſting 
life, unleſs I yeeld. be- 


fore the fruit of ho- 


neſs. 
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neſs. And wich good * 
reaſon holineſs is called 
a fruit, fince it feeds our 
faith, which is our 
ſpiritual life. If I be 
holie, I reap all the 
fruit of my holineſs. 
And what greater fruit 


can 2 faithful foul con- 


ceive then to pleaſe 
him that loved her ſo 
mich > God in his 
goodneſs will take eare 
to give me eternal life; 
but the care that I muſt 
take is, that I may 
walk worthy of the 
Lord unto all pleaſing, 
eng fruitful in every 

work, and increa- 
ling in the knowledge 
RE  W3 of 


of God. Col. 
Bur for that I muſt 
humbly crave his help. 


PRATE FR. 


CVA who haſt loved 
meand waſhed me from 
my fins in thy blood, 
and haſt preſented me 
arrayed and deckt with 
thy. pretious merit un- 
to God thy Father - 
the more thy grace is 
admirable towards me, 
the more am I aſhamed 
and prieved, that any 
thing diſpleaſing unta 
thee ſhoald remain yet 
within me. The re- 
membrance 


| Y Saviour Jeſus, 


. | 1 * 
1. 10. 
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4 — of my fins 
ſt. is diſpleaſing unto 


, and much more 
the ſenſe of the preſent. 


me 


1 have a deep ſorrow 


that I have offended 
thee, but more that I 
offend thee ſtill. O 
when ſhall the full de- 
liverance come when 
all the bonds of ſin 
ſhall be cut off, whea 
there will be no more 
cloud between heaven 
and me that ſtop the 
paſlage of prayer, and 
no more weight that 
keep the ſpirit from ri- 
ſing to thee ? 

O Lord Jeſu who haſt 


pluckt me out of the 


Jawes 


jawes of Hell by thy 
victorie over eat; 
be pleaſed to compleax 

thy conqueſt in my ſoul. 
For / ſhall not account 


wy ſelf fully redeemed 
the 


be reſcued from 
wer of ſin; and 
that is the principal end 
of thy comming, that 
is the principal effect 
of thine obedience. 
1 learn of thine Angel 
fore runner and fore · 
teller of thy birth. that 
thou beareſt the name 
of Jeſas, becauſe thou 
ſaveft thy people from 
their ſins, Mat. 1. 21. 
There is with thee plenti- 


014 redemption, and thou 
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HA iur. Nail. 
118 7. Tord it js that 
plenteous tedempt ia 
that my foil Jongedh” 
fot; I cannot be con- 
tented with leſe, then - 
to beredeemed from allt 
mine iniquities. J can. 
not conceive neither 
Salvation - nor libertie 
r 
Therefore: will Teal“ 
upon thee to be freed 
from ſin, I will my ſelf 
lahour for it with all 
mine endeavour. And 
the freedome which it 
bathpleaſed thee to be - 
gin within me, kind- 
leth my deſire and pro- 
3 voketh 
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vid, I will walk at liber- 
rife Ifi FREY ae 
4.1194 
dt! I Fl de 
54 je ſervice perfect 
freedome. O what 
freedome; yea, what 
empire ſhall my ſoul 
oſſeſs, when ſhe ſhall 
altogether ſubjected 
to thy good ſpirit, who 
in recompence will ſub- 
ject this rebellious fleſh 
unto the more ſpiritu- 
al part of the ſoul, this 
fleſh which ſo often 
raiſeth, even in faith- 
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etie and nd reaſo 
O Son of G0 he 


wateſt us free and then 
wee: Ae free indsed. 
foh..8. 36. I deſire not 
to be free to make liber · 
tie a covering of mali- 
ciouſneſs, or to turn 
thy grace into wanton- 
nels. I deſire but to 
change one ſervice . far 
another, the ſervice” 
to fin for the ſervice to 
rightzquſneſs, I deſire 
to be free that I may be 
thy ſervant; yea, that 
I may ſerve thee with 
| full 


Ae wy 


, freely bi. by. 
fo all the en 

. tex of my 
| — "hy e 5 
making heart 2 


Berit, 4 living 
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1 le unto thee, which 1 
dmable fervice | 

705 od and father 
of my Lord Jeſus 

_ Chriſt, thou haſt ſan- 
Aified: me in ſome mea- 
ſire by thy Spirit, be- 
cauſe tou hadſt before 
redeemed me by thy 
Sdn; but I long for 
the perfect ſtature - all 
15not well with me till 
have the full meaſure. 
And how far I am yet 
from 
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from it, it prieves me 
tothink on. But this 
ane thing Ido, forgetting . 
thoſe things which art 
behinde , and ' reaching 
forth unto theſe things 
which are before, 1 
| preſs towantls the mark. 
for the prize\ of the high 
calling of God in Chriſt 
Felw. Phil. 3. 13. O- 
Lord if / have the grace 
ſincerely to: preſs to- 
wards the mark, I can- 
not miſs the prize of 
thy high calling. Give 
me but the grace to 
preſs towards the mark, 
and 7 leave to thy 


nets the care of 
etowing the prize up- 
8 | on 


r 


es -'Prgjer 
on me, Let thy Sab< 
bath be. my delights, 


commandements my 
buſineſs, and thy pro- 
miles my.. incourage- 
ment. long more to 
be ſanctified then to be 
glorified; and 7 long 
to be glorious that / 
may be holie. But it 
is of thee, O Lord, 
that / muſt expect 
both: draw me, 0 
Lord, and I ſhall run 
after thee. Cant. 1. 4. 
Turn me and I ſhall be 
turned. Jer. 3. 19. 
Teach me to do thy will 
for ,thou art my God. 


thy word my food 
thy will my rule, thy 
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according to thy good 
pleaſure. Phil. 2. 13, 
For thy Sons ſa ke, and 
bytby Spirit, and per- 
fect my holineſs for thy 
glorie. Amen. 


For THURS DAY, 
Pſal. 116, Verſe 12. 


What fhall I render unto 
the Lord for all his be- 
nefits towards me ? 


Soliloquy. 


1 is the querulous 
and ungrateful hu- 
mour oſ man to keep an 
exact reckoning of his 
afflictions, moſt of 
which are but imagi- 


againſt God. but to 
forget his benefits, and 
take no notice of them, 
no not when he fills 
15 him - 
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narie, and to murmur 
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himſelf with them. 
Although there is none 
foafticked upon earth, 
but hath more reaſon 
to thank God then to 
complain, though he 
bad nothing but life 
and the way open for 
repentance. 

To praiſe God. for his 
graces is the higheſt 
dutie of the Chriſtian, 
and together his high- 
eſt felicitie. It is the 
eyerlaſting * 
of glorious ſoules in 
heaven to praiſe God 
for his ſalvation, cry - 
ing with a loud voice, 
Salvation belongs to our 
God which ſitteth upon 


the 


Jo Soliloquy | 
the -Throne and to the | 1 
Lamb. Toe which the | | 
armies of Angels an- | 
! 


ſwer, Amen, bleſſing 
and glorie and Wiſdome 
and thanksgiving and 
honour and power and | 
might be unte our God | | 
for ever and ever. Amen. | | 

Let us now, my foul, | | 
joyne with that con- 
ſort of heavenly praiſes. | 
Let us anticipate the | Þ 
date of our felicitie, | -C 
ſinging our part alrea. | t. 
dy in the mufique of ft 
Angels. And what 
have J elſe to render | Þ 
unto God for his bene- | 4 
firs, but to employ for | 0 
his praiſe the gift he | 
made | 


made to me of a ſoul ca- 
pable and deſirous to 
know him, to love 
him, and to praiſe 
him? 

But when 7 come to 
think on that numerous 
univerſalitie of all Gods 
benefits upon me, I 
feel my meditation 
ſwallowed up in a bot- 
„ | tomleſs gulf. Nature, 
e | providence, and grace 
„call me all three toge- 
. | ther to admiration and 
f | thankfulneſs. 

t Nature as the neareſt 
r | preſents me to my ſelf, 
. | and ſhewing me my bo- 
r | dy made with ſuch di- 
e une art aud ſymmetrie, 

teacheth 
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. Sol. 
eacheth me to ſay with 
Band, 1 will-praiſe the 
Lord for I am wonder- 
fully made. Pſal. 139; 


14. In that bodie God 


hach lodged a foul 
ſtamped with his own 


image, endowed with | 


reaſon. , and inabled 
with intellectual facul- 
ties. To comprehend 
what I owe to God for 
my bodie only, I 
ſhould value every 
piece one by one, and 
think what 1 would re- 
fuſe to part with them. 
What would I take for 
one of my arms? Not 
Millions. What for 
an eye? Not a whole 
world. 
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world, What then for 
both 2 What for health 
and life 2 I muſt ac- 
count that I poſſeſs as 
much treaſure as I 
would refuſe, rather 


then be deprived of e- 


very one, and of any 
one of theſe natural 
goods; and upon that 
account I mult eſtimate 
my obligation, and 


the greatneſs of my debt 


to my great benefactor. 
How much then do 
[owe unto God for my 
foul, which is the 
breath and the living 
image of God, in 
compariſon of which 
this bodie which we. 
E much 


74 Soltlogny © 
much value is of no va- 
hne. To underſtand 
my obligation to God 

for my foul I ſhould 
know her nature and 
her work. That know- 
* ledge is too wonderful 
for me. But as dark» 
neſs teacheth us to va- 
lue the light. 1 learn 
to admire the value of 
a ſoul in her right ſenſe, 


when I ſee ore out of 


it, a man become a 
beaſt. It ſtrikes me with 
lorrour, and makes 
me exclaim, how much 
am l indebted to God, 
for giving and preſer⸗ 
ving unto me a reaſon- 


able foul 2 
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And when from 
within I look without, 
what a numberleſs mul- 
titude of benefits of 
God are crowding -a- 
bour me ! the earth 
that bears me, the aire 
which I breath, the 
heaven that ſhines up- 
on me, the plentie of 
nature that feeds me, 
her varietie that de- 
lights me, the ſeveral 
creatures that ſerve me. 
What readineſs, what 
utilitie, what dutiful 
attendance of ſo many 
good things which 
God made for me! 
And all theſe goods 
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by his providence for 


my uſe. To provi- 
dence I owe the good- 
'neſs of my Father, the 
tenderneſs of my mo- 
ther, that loving care 
whereby I was brought 
up from the cradle, 
ſupported in the infir- 
mitie of mine infancie, 


and conducted in the 


ſimplicitie of my youth. 
To the provident care 
of my heavenly Father 
I owe the ſucking, next 
after my nurſes milk, 
of the principles of pi- 
etie and honeſtie, 


which to me ſince have 


been preſervatives a- 
gainſt thoſe miſchiefes 
which 
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| | For Thurſday #7 
* | which-I have ſeen o- 
thers 1 es 2 
of reeding. 
Wen 1 ſee ſo 5 
perſons disfigured with 
ſickneſs, their limbs 
broken , their bodie 
ſpoiled by ſad acci- 
ts; others groaning 
under the Jaſh of ill re- 
nown, perhaps wrong- 
fully, ſome miſerable 
out of want, ſome eat 
of plentie, ſome op- 
preſt by wicked neigh- 
bours, ſome by their 
own melancholy, I 
cannot but think my 
ſelf well uſed, not- 
withſtanding all the in- 
firmities within and 
E 3 diffi- 


_ difficulties wirhout, 
which I muſt wreſtke 
with. And I muſt ex- 
alt the bountie of Goch 
who ſo carefully pre- 
ſerveth my perſon, my 


peace, and my reputa- 
tion 


What private helpe 


did God ſend me inthe 
pablick ruinest What 
wayes did he open to 
me where there was no 
way | How gracionſly, 
how miraculouſly did 
he make Manna fall be- 
fore me when. : bread 
failed, and wrought 
for me a ſubſiſtence out 
ef che hardeſt nature: 
and buſineſſes, 4s: it 
were 


were fetching water out 
of the rock How lo- 
ving are his very cha- 
ſtenings, denytng me 
the things that I deſi- 
red, to give me better 
then J deſired; and 
ſending me the things 
that l feared, to make 
, | them- occaſſions of 
bleſſiags 
ö 

ö 


198 


2 * 29 


I ſhould never have 
done numbring the be- 
nefits of his provi- 
dence; but here his 
grace interrupteth the 
reckoning aſcribing to 
her ſelf all the bleſſings 
both of providence and 
nature. For it is out 
of that love before. all 
E 4 tiuma 


times in his beloved 
ſon, tbat he feedeth 
me and turniſheth me 
with all the goods of 
nature, and -aſiigneth 
his Angels for my keep- 
ers which carry me in 
their hands. 

But what are all theſe 
great benefits but ſmall 
productions of the in- 
eſtimable treaſures of 
that grace whereby J 
enter upon all the 
rights of Gods chil 
dren? Oh that I could 
once apprehend what 
a high grace it is to 
have God for my fa- 
ther, Cariſt for my 
brogher, his kingdome 
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for mine inheritance » 


yea, God bimfelt for 
my portion for ever ? 
How gracious is his re- 
demption ! How free 
is his. pardon ! How 
precious is his loving 
kindeneſs ! What ful- 
neſs of joy is at his 
right hand! What e- 
ternal pleaſures in the 
contemplation of his 
face! And in that ex- 
pectation, how com- 
fortable is the preſence 
of his good ſpirit in my 
heart, giving me eares 
to hear fis word, anda 
ſincere deſire to keep 
it, ſtrengthening me 
in my troubles, raiſing 

E5 me 


en ee, 


me in my falls, wound. | 


foul wich con- 
trition for my ſins, and 
then healing it with 
faith in his promiſes! 
O pretious gueſt ! 0 
bleſſed company ! 0 
Paradiſe upon earth | 
O beginning of the 
kingdome of heaven 
Bleſs the Lord, O my 
foul, and all that is with- 
in me bleſs his hole 
name. Bleſs the Lord, 
O my foul, and for- 
get not all his benefits. 
Na. 103. 1. . 


Prayer. 
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1 TL Oſt merciful Fa- 

ther when I com- 
pare mine indignitie 
with the greatneſs of 
thy benefits, I feel in 
my heart a compound 
of humble repentance 
and heartie thankful- 
neſs. For what, am [I 
by nature but a child 
of wrath, conceived in 
iniquitie, which origi- 
nal corruption I have 
fince increaſed with in- 
numerable actual cranf- 
greſſions? And yet, 
Lord, where fin aboun- 
ded thy grace hath a- 
bounded much more, 
and 


84 Prager 

and thine infinite love 
hath prevented me 
when I was thine ene 
mie. Lord who. am I, 
that thou great maker 


and Soveraign of hea- 


ven and earth, poſſeſt 
with infinite plorie, 
and dwelling in a light 
not to be approacht 
unto ; wouldeſt grace 
me ſo much as co make 
me one of thy children, 
and inrich me with the 
inheritance of thy king- 
dome? That thou 
wonldeſt give me thy 
beloved fon for the 
price of my redempti- 
don, which I may pre- 
ſent unto thee by faith? 
ba. That 
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That thou wouldeſt 
give me thy good ſpi- 
rit to ſeal my adopti- 
on, and. work my te- 

eration, and ſay to 
y ſoul, ſoul, Iam thy 
Salvation. :. 1+ 

With what wonders 
of mercy was that Sal- 
vation purchaſed for 
me? Thine only ſon 
in whom thou art well 
pleaſed muſt put on an 
infirm. fleſh like unte 
mine, to make me like 
unto him by his good 
ſpirit. He. muſt make 
himſelf à ſervant to 
make. me free. He 
muſt ſuffer death to 
give me life. He muſt 
crie 


86 Frohe 
crie, n God my God 
. why baſt thou forſakes 
mr, to bring me back 
to my God whom I 
had forfaken. He 
muſt overcome death 
to intitle me to his vi- 
ctorie. He muſt aſ- 
cend into heaven, and 
there ſit at the right 
hand of his Father, that 
I might be bleſt with al 
fpiritual bleſſings in hea- 
venly places in Chriſt. 
Ephe. 1.3. 

O Father of mercies, 
the great, the good, 
the wonderful, be 
pleaſed to adde to theſe 
thy mercies one more, 
everi the — 
0 
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of my heart, anſwe- 
rable, as far as mans 
capacitie can reach, to 
the greatneſs of the ob- 
ligatiomd O that thou 
wouldelt: grant me ac- 
carding to the riches of . 
thy glorie to be ſtrrug- 
themed with might by thy 
ſpirit in the inner man. 
That Chrif®s may dwell 
in my heurt by faith, that 
Ibeirg rooted and grouu- 
A in love, may be'nble . 
to 'commrehend with all 
Saints what is the 
breadth and length and 
depth and height, and to 
know the love of ( hriſt 
which paſſeth knowledge, 
that I may be filled with 


all 


89 'Projer: 
' ol the fulneſs of God, 
Ephe. 3. 16. 


Moſt gracious God | 


I expect from the riches 
of thy glorie to be fil- 
led in heaven with all 
thy fulneſs, by the 
bleſſed contemplation 
of thy face. But even 
in this preſent weak 
condition of mine, be 
pleaſed to powre into 
me ſome drops of that 
fulneſs, enough to Alll 
this ſmall frail veſſel 
with thy love, and 2 
feeling reſentment of 
thy bountie. And as 
all things about me 
ſpeak to me of thy love, 
ſo let all things help me 
0 
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to be thankful, and to 


acknowledge and love 


bim that loved me ſo 


much in Jeſus Chriſt. 
Iis true, Lord, that 
even thine enemies en- 
joy out of thy bountie 
the light and heat of 
the Sun, and the fer- 
tilitie of the earth. , 
and in thee live and 
move and have _ be- 
ing, But I enjoy all 
theſe benefits with a 
better title and reliſh in 
the very bread which 
I eate, and in the aire 
which I breath, thine 
eternal love in thy be- 
loved ſon, For ſince 
thou haſt eleted mein 
him, 
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him, and redeemed ne 
by him, it is by him ab 
fo and for his ſake, that 
thou preſerveſt my bo 
die and foul which he 
hath redeemed, and 
makeſt me to injoy the 


promiſes of the life that | 
now is, and of that | 


which is to come. 1 
Tims. 4. 8. 

-. What ſhall I rende 
unto thee Lord for all 
thy benefits towards 
me? With what fa- 
therly care haſt thou 
fed preſerved, and 
defended me > What 
help of thy providence 
didſt thou make. me 
finde in the whole 
courſe 
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courſe of my life ? 
With what vigilance 
and wiſdome haſt thou 
mad me a way through 
a ' thouſand dangers 
that bei ſer me? With 
what -compaſſion haſt 
thoũ eld me up when 
1 wes falling, and gui- 
(ed me when I went 
aſtray. 7 How graci- 
oufly haſt thou moved 
me to repentance by 
thy word, by thy ſpi- 
rit, by thy gifts, by thy 
rods, ſometimes pul- 
ling me with fear as 
plucking me out of the 
fire, ſometimes drawing 
me with love by tem- 
poral comforts, * N 
e 


the ſwectneſs of thy 
promiſes > How quick 
and powerful are the 
comforts of thy ſpirit, 
aſſuring me of thy re- 
conciliation with me, 
and giving me a fore- 
taſte 1 
Among thy 
bleſſings I n 
for a mercie, Lord, 
that thou didſt not 
leave me without diſ- 
cipline, but haſt exer- | 
ciſed me with thy eba- 
ſtenings: to awake my 
faith, warm my zeal, 
and make me to have 
recourſe to the ſhelter 
of that very hand that 
ſmote me, J 
or 
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for- not giving me all 
my deſites in this 
world, that my heart 
might be weaned from 
it. O Soveraign Phy- 
ſician, in thy hand e- 
ven poiſons are reme- 
dies; and thou never 
didſt ſend me affliction 
but in the end turned 
into a bleſſing, by thy 
wonder ful wayes which 
] éfetch light out of dark- 

neſs. Thus Lord, 
which way ſoever I 
look, whether to proſ- 
peritie or adverſitie, 
whether to the goods 
of this world, or thoſe 
of a better, whether 
to my deſires fruſtrated, 
or 
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94 rarer 
or to thy liberalitie in 


thy ſon which paſſeth 


all my defires, I finde 
my ſelf in all things ob» 
liged to glorifie thee. 

What then ſhall ! 
render unto thee for ſo 
many benefits? Lord 
I have nothing but 
thine, Then all that 
is thine I will render 
unto thee. I will con- 
ſecrate unto thee this 
body and ſoul which 
thou haſt made and re- 
deemed, and ſo care- 
fully preſerved. / will 
employ mine under- 
ſtanding to meditate 
on thee, my heart to 
love thee, my mouth 
to 


yon 2 


te 


to praiſe thee, all my 
faculties to obey and 
pleaſe thee. And be- 
cauſe my goodneſs ex- 
tenderh not to thee; 
I will endeavour to 
make it extend to the 
Saints are in the earth, 
Pſal. 16. 2. according 
to the meaſure of my 
abilitie; and to feed 
and cloath my Saviour 
jeſus in his members, 
as he hath fed me with 
the bread of life, and 
clothed me with the 
cloak of his righteouſ- 
neſs, beſides his care 
of me for the tempo- 
al. My God give me 
boly reſolutions which 
may 


may be attended with 


holy actions. My Gal 


t that my life may 
e a continual thanks 
giving in affectiom, 
in words, and in 
works. My ſoul dul 
magni ſie the Lord and 
my ſpirit rel oyceth in 
God my Saviour, for le 
hath regarded the lowls 
neſs of his ſervant. Un 
to him that loved us and 
waſhed us from our fin 
in his own blood, and. 
hath made ms Kings and 
Prieſts unto God and hu 
Father; to hint be glo- 
rie and dominion for e- 
ver Amen. 
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ohn 11. Verſ. 15. 
Love not the world, nei. 
tber the things that 
nete in the world. If 
ar man love the 
4 
6 


world, the love of the 
Father is not in him. 


Saliloquy. 


: FOw high is this 
{ H * and how , 
s | unwelcome to the ſenſe 
{| ofthe fleſh | But how 
{ | beneficial to them that 
; | underſtand and practiſe 
- | it! God commands me 
dot to hate mankinde, 
nor to hate the wicked, 
in which ſignification 
5 the 
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pleat and handſome and 
bears ſuch lively cha- 
raters of the . wiſe⸗ 
dome, power, and 
bountie of his Maker, 
that it is impoſſi ble. to 
ſee it and not delight 
in it. For without ex- 
tending my thoughts. 
upon all the plentie and 
vurietie wherewith 
God hath inricht this 
fine nature, for the ſer- 


vice of man, who ſees. 


not 


op» ley (TÞ 
the world ſometimgs.jy 
taken in Scriptures 
Much leſs doth he com 
mand me to hate thay 
great and precious work |. 
of his, heaven and 
earth. It is fo com- 
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e fleſh, the Luft 


” Is. 

e great crea- 

had a 

him make 
love 


to. 
with his 


colour 3 
pleaſantneſs 0 
pets, —— 
great 
? 


and 

of the ſtars, wherewitlh 

. of this 

is adorned 

Zut there is within | 
this world another 

world which God for- 


dids me to love, and. ] 


be is pleaſed to give me 
a reaſon for it, for aff 
that is in the world, the 


of the eyes, aud the pride 
„ of 


'thevil, ;.._ .. | 
But bow! eaſily do 
we paſs fromthe world 


the Devil, how inſen;, 
ſibly the admiration of 


af God to the world &. | 
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the 


} the deaucie and 2 | 
ne of creatures 


rr . EYES FS AS DO 


nerites into the laſt of 


the fleſh, the - loſt of 
the eyes, and the pride 


of id! How hard is 
it to uſe this: world arid 
not abuſe" it, and ſet 


juſt Hits which we ne- 


ver dverpaſs, to thar 
We which it is lawful 
forus to bear to crea- 
tufes! Yet as hard as 
it is, it is neceffarie. 
For if we love the world 
the love of the Father 
is not in us. There is 


in every ſoul a maſter- 


love that ſubjects all o- 
ther affeSions to it 3. 
that maſter · love is due 

35 to 


102 C TI 

tothe Father; to give 
—_ world, an 
he Father together we 
cannot. And thee 
can be no more tin 
maſters in a ſoul 'then 
in a kiogdome. Ty 
Jove any thing but Gol 
and not for his ſake is2 
ſacriledge that tran 
ports to another what | 
we owe to him alone. 


And when we love ary | i 


thing without relation 
to God, we come 
ſhortly to love it abore 
Him, for to love both 
equally we cannot, we 
love alwayes the one 
more then the other. 
| The compariſon he- 
ing 


* Lp > 103 . 

s infinitely unequal *' 
etween God and the 
world, ' reaſon with 
n ion _ 
be t to give her 
reli for Gdd 5 and 
adjudge him the love 
and. poſſeſſion of the 
ſoul. But at the ſame | 
tims the world gets in- 
| to: the ſoul without 

leave of reaſon , find- 
ing alwayes the five 
doores of the ſenſes 0- 
pen to him, and the 
imagination fit and ad- 
equate to his objects. 
God is not ia all the 
thoughts of the wicked, 
P[al. 10. 4. ahd hardly 
ſettleth in the thoughts 
F 4 of 


re 4 
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' * wrought upon on 


8 


| of the dear, 3 c — 
OT the b 
oh em nathte 
that high and pre 
rit, and our low an 
Impure fleſn. WM 
love the world by m 
ture, and God agaiaf 
nature, before his 
rit hath ſo far indi 
ned our mindes, - and 


hearts, as to make | 
apprehend that we fub- | 
ſiſt in God, and chat 
to come near him by 
loveis returning to our 
true being. And out 
only Soveraign good. 
The love of | tle 
world being ſo. 1 


lere the wo 


r U ee © Ry” — hi f 3 
— R 


world , that if 1 gire 


orld for 


Gods fakt, 1 fear T 
ſhalifoon come to love 

it for his own; and dx 
loving it 1 ſhall ſoon _ 
come to truſt in it, an 
If Wy --: repoſe 


1 
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* I ſhall 
be awarg 

that mu I » ay 
faith, my hope and my 

Joy are paſt from the 
Creatour to the cre& 
ture. And then where 
 -am I but in a gulf a 
miſerie, fear and per- 
petual . unquiecneſs ? 
For God leayeth thoſe 
that leave him, and in 
their neceſſi ties turns 
them over to ſeek de- 
er mn ork 
in which t ave 
ced their trult —＋ 
fection. 

O then how mach 
do [need firmly to ky 

| , 
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bs we” "oo * 107 „45 5 
che co hands of lo 

mul faith upon my God, 
leſt 1 be drawa from 
him and he from me! 
What care muſt I take & 
that I ſuffer not the 
world to pull with God 
for my heart! Leſt 
God in his jealouſly 2: 
give over pulling for a 
thing of ſo ſmall value; 
for all he will have or 
nothing, I cannot ſerve 
God and Mammon. 

Matt. 6. 24. For love, 
when it is come to the 
highe, is a ſervice and 
a captivitie of ehe ſouf 
| under the beloved ob- 
jet. I cannot ſerve- 
two maſters, eſpecially 
* theſe * 
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heſe two ſo different | 
that require ſuch diffe: 
rent love and ſervice. 
Io my God. then, to 

him — 1 muſt dedi. 
cate the ſervice of my 
love; a ſervice: which 
_ Biveth a perfect liber- 
die. Whereas the ſer- 
vice to the world is a 
- miſerable ſervitude , 
- keeping the ſoul in a 
| continual ſhaking: ſuſ- 
; pence betwixt fear and 
+ hope. That love pro- 
| miſetb much and per- 
"meth little, idoli- 
g a falſe image of 
| ood which is ot no uſe 
in the greateſt need. 


| The redeinption of a 
' ſoul 


na "and oo a. oth. oy 
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1 £ e 
11106 is precious, too 
— to be purchaſed 
with nll the goods of 
world. Pſal. 49. 


"Mins lictle ſatisfacti- 
on do all the goods ff 
the world give / Ho ¹ ; 
bard are they to pet, 
how troubleſome to 

„ how ceaſie to 
loſe | And though 
they ould. never leave 
us, yet we muſt leave 
them, and go out of 
the world naked as we 
eme into it. 

O how the love we 
bear unto the world is 
many times an evil 
connſellour „ ſwelling 

| the 


ö * * + 7 . 


| the heart with 
inflaming id wi 
deſires, making the 
minde run wilde with 
vanitie, and cocompre- 
hend all evils in one, 
turning us away from 
God ! God then on- 
ly, by the help of his 

ſpirit, 1 am re- 
lred to love, and 
with-draw my affeQi- 
ons from the world, 
* conſidering it in its 
right uſe, as made to 
ſerve me, not to be ſer- 
ved by me. And the 
chief ſervice that I will 
put it to will be to ſerve 


prayer 


I 
the 


„Aren 
V Lord and my 


| 
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God, the only 
ö 5 and only Wor- 
to be beloved with 
all che heart and ſoul 3 
Ihare ſeen enough. of 
this world to learn that 


all is vanitie and vexa- 


tion of ſpirit. Wealth 
is a burden , Honours 
are golden fetters, 
plealures are follies or 
crimes, the life of the 
world is a tragedie of a 
fem dayes, and a con- 
tioual pageant. I 
have been near enough 
to that · tumultuous 
noiſe and luſtre without 


Ss 7 


ſubſtance 


| #ſubſiqee 1 to az 


1 not a 3 y obs 
of my  love;, oje | 
— ground = 25 E 
of e thize 
ceomforc of the ror 
quietneis of .minde, 
I bave found . | 
but temptations and 
ſorrows. 25 

Yet Lord, as it is 
hard to walk upon the 
fire and not be burnt, 
L acknowledge that I 
have. not lived in the 
world without 2 taint 
of bis co 8 
F: haye too much lo- 
ved the world and the 
1 that are in the 


world. 


1 
- pies | 
, thee for nbc —_ ] 
ning me to the temp- 
ations of the world rx 
to crave thy pardom 
for loving it too much? 
My God, I will do both 
together, I will praife 
thee with my humili- 
tie, and —— 
ing thar in me abidet} 
no good, I will alſo ac- 
knowtedge that it s 
of thy great mercy | 
* that 


world bath not quench 
the love of the Father 
in my heart. Q how 
eaſily the love of the 
world creeps into my 


carnal heart! How 


am Ito be abuſed 


of riches, whether I 

poſſels them or labour 
for. them, or bewiil 
the loſs of them 1 How 


many times have I been 


diverted from thy ſer- 
vice by domeſtical 
cares! How oft have 
I provoked thee to jea- 
louſie by loving thoſe 
very perſons * has 
thou commandeſt me 
to 


that the love of the | 


the deceirfulnek. 


For Friday Ing © 
to love, and made the 
fo che things of this 
wotid to become un- 
lawful by letting them 
ron to exceſs > There 


being neither parents 
nor husband, nor wife 
nor children , whoſe 
loyedo not become vi- 
cious, when to feed it 
ſelf it with-drawes the 
lore that is due unto 
thee. Many times, O 
Lord, I have ſought 
my content without 
thee, and placed my 
truſt and my joy upon 
other things then thee. 
But, G my God, 
us thou loved ſt me be- 
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een end whieh: 
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blem, and the. rain: 
a ao * 42 6 
may and faſt. 

while the ſtorm ſhall 
deat. others to ruin who- 
are built upon the: 
quick-ſand of this un- 
ſtayed and deceitful 
werld. Lord, the faſhi- 
on of this wor ld paſſeth 
| away, 


re to remove, f 
this bouk: of clay; mſi 
frail body. © given 
| grace before hand to 
remove my heart fran 
the world and it, and 
ſettle it upon thee, aal 
mine eternal manſion: 
with thee. 

Let me not covet 
thoſe goods which thou 
giveſt many times to 
thine enemies in great - 
ter meaſure, which 
make not the poſſeſ- 
ours better, but com- 
monly make them 
worſe ;” that ſwell the 
minde with pride, and 


together beat it down 


with 


42 * 
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. * away, and / muſt 
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5 with fears and cares; 


— "For n 


that give no — 
on to the —_— | 
no refuge agal ine 
— But let 
me be covetous of the 
true treaſures that gie 
a ſolid content to ths 
foul, and follow the 
ſoul to heaven when 
the bodie dieth. O 
Lord inrich my ſoul 
wth thy love and thy 
fear; Powre into me 
the riches of thy grace. 
Dwell in my heart by 
faith, for no leſs wealth 
then thy (elf do I ask, 

and cannot be ſatis- 
hed unleſs thou give 
| thy ſelf unto me. O 
my 


aj 
2 I will ſay 


d life. tho «p the 


earthly cares , which 


give a torment to 
no purpoſe, and give 


me the grace to ſeel 


thy kingdome and thy 
righteonſneſs, being 
ſure that all things 
ſhall be added here- 
unto 


* 
1 


hy connuenana - 


— ſelf to me. As 
785 
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I . thee 


r my part deſire 

ne my ſelf whot- 
— ee as having no- 
thing in heaven but wee, 
and there being nething 
ow earth that I deſire 
befides thee. Lord thou 
wilt lead me by thy coun- 
ſel and afterwards re- 
ceive me to glory. A- 
nen. 


| . Here. We mealure the | 


For SATARDATY, 


Matth. 26. Verſe 39 


ot 4s 1 will but 4 
thor wilt. 


Soliloquy. 


S men are prone 
to tranſgrels the 
will of Gods comman- 
dement, ſo they are 
apt to controul the will 
. Othis decree, of which 
our Saviour Jeſus ſpeaks 


actions of Gods profi- 
dence with the ell of 
our intereſt, and of 
our blinde deſire, 
which is to bring the 

| rule 
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— Ow 


. under unrulimeſs | 
bee che will. og God is 


get 


— ns. 


the rule of 


man hath neither rule 
nor meaſure. We lex 
our-deſires looſe, ant 
flatter — * ſelves with 
hopes, before we know 
whether” God will have 
it, and without pre- 
gout ſelves to pa- 
tience if he will not. 
= tiere to miſs what” 
efired , and to 
— with that we fea-- 
N — our 
projects we ha made 
our reckoning without 
God: no wonder if we 
muſt reckon twice. 
G2 Many 


ug S 


Many men if they durf 
utter their thoughy 
SEED 
gain to their 
Would — the pri- 
Fer of Chriſt, and ſay, 
Not as thou — hn 
Iwill. 
| The cauſe of this 
impatience is, that we 
have no gopd opinion 
blood will not be 
ſwaded that God doth 
well when he ſends al- 
fiction, or that he is 
wiſe, or that he is 
e or that he hath 
e power to work good 
out of eyil. If the 


fleſh reſiſteth Gods will 
when 
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when God is teaching, 
ſhe will do it 
more when be is ſtri- 


Jeannot give a =_ 
account to God of my 
obedience to this com- 


mand, the hardeft of 
all to keep , that we 


' have no will but his 


will : and 1 confeſs 
with humilitie that my 
will did not bow under 
his as it ſhould have 
done. 

Alas 1 the wayes of 
God are not my wayes, 
and his thoughts are 
not my - thonghts; he 
doeth good by evil. 
He adyanceth his glo- 
&'3- ---*F 


He. affli 
children tu 


gpon his Church forthe 
* _—_ — 4 
yea , ror t 
forth of his *. 
due time. For God 
preſerveth thoſe whom 
Heloveth, even by ad- 
verſitie, as we are 
taught by David in this 
text of profound do- 
Urine, bleſſed is the m 
whom thou chaſtemſt , 
O Lord, and _ 
1 


| 
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las ont of thy lam, that 
thew mayeſt give him reſt 
fromthe dayes of adver- 
ſſtie until the pit be dig- 
ged for the wisked. 
Plal. 94. 12 That wiſ⸗ 


dome is too high and 


wonderful for a ſoul 
that fiveth in the fleſk - 
and J hope that God 
will, rather in com- 
paſſion then anger, 
look upon the difficul- 
tie that my ſoul findes 
ſometimes to bring my 
will under his. 


To be proficient in 
that high cask, 1 muſt 
look to the pattern of 
all perfection, my Savi- 

G 4 our 


» "tal 
= 


our Jeſus, the auch 

and finiſher of. my 
faith. Who being, in 
bis greateſt agonie 
bearing the burden of 
Gods wrath for the ſins 


of the whole world,. 
and ſweating out of as | 


guiſh drops of blood 
trickling down to the 


ground, yet ev even then 
maſtered his moſt ten- 


— and natural affegti- 


» and rejected bis 
— will to embrace 
Gods will. He would 
ſuffer, he would die, 


becauſe it was Gods 


will. 
I will look upon che 
| reaſon that bowed hi 
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Sedience to ſuch 2 
hard ſentence: now 
ſeidbe, ic my {owl trou- 
bled; and what ſhall 1 
ſat Father, ſave. me 
from this hoxre, but for 
this cauſe came I unte 


| this houre. Father glo- 
riſie thy name. Then © 
came there 4 voice from - | 


heaven ſaying, 1 have 
both glorified it, and 1 


|. = glorific it Again. 


John 12. 27- | 
This was it that 
made him diſgeſt the 
bitter cup o 3 
wrath; God therby 
was glorified. After 
that conſideration he 
"HY G 5 had 


| . bad no will for preſets” 
- ving his own: life, 
Dome ſhame, tormen 
the whips, the nails, 
the croſs, and death in 
the end; all is welcome 
if God be plorified. 
The fame reaſon I 
have to fubjet my wil 


my croſſes, whether 
God denie me what is 
moſt pleaſing to me, or 

ſend me what is molt 
ſmarting. I muſt be 


affured that God docs 


nothing but for his 

rie. "Rnd though 42 
ſt not, he ſeeth it, and 
that muſt content / me. 
3 Nowif God affl ict 1 
or 


unto Gods will in all 


for his glorie, how can 
it be but for my good? 
For being one of h 
children, if my hea- 
venly Father be glori- 
fied I cannot but be 
bappie and he ſhall 
bring forth my happi- 
neſs by thoſe wayes 
which he likes beſt, 
according to his father- 
ly love and his Sove- 
raigr wiſdom ; unto 
which in ſilence and 
humilitie I ſubmic my 
will, and with confi- 
dence and joy commit 
my ſelf, never to have 
any will but his. 


Prayer. 
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'Y God and Fa- 
* ther who among 
thy many mercies haſt 
viſited me with thy 
rods, which I reckon 
alſo among thy mercies. 
I bumbly confeſs that 
I did not make the right 
uſe of them, and did | 
not bow my will as | 
readily and freely as! | 
' ſhould have done under 
thy boly will. 1 have 
deſired certain things 
too eagerly, before 1 
- knew whether my de- 
fires agreed with thy 
good pleaſure. And 
I have born with im- 
ED patience 


ans > ®” — any 2 EA 42 3 


patience -other 'things 
which were _ rome | 
by thy go eaſure : 

2 have 
faid after thy ſervant 
David, I will be dumb 
and keep ſilence, becanſe 
thou haft done it. Pſal. 


9.9. * 
” O Lord Jeſu, whoin 
thy greateſt agonies 
didſt ſay, Father not 
my will but thy will be 
done, Be pleaſed to ex- 
tend upon me the me- 
rit of that wonderful 
obedience which thou 
didft yee ld to thy fa- 
ther in theſe words. 
For in that obedience 
conſiſteth the invaluable 
ES price 


* i = — K * - 4 yy * 8 


"Ie: 
3 


Lord Jeſus 'Chriſt, ac- 


infinite merit for ſatis- 
faction for my ſins. 
Impute it to me as if 
| Thad yeelded it in mine 
own perſon; and ha- 
ving juſtified me by his 


| ſedto reform me upon 
| his example, ſo that my 
will be fincerely ſub- 
jocted to thy will as his 
was. Give me that 


pleaſant and perfect, 
printing this aſſurance 

in my heart by a lively 
. faith, 


on. O Father of 2 
cept that obedience o 


teouſneſs, be plea 


* 


* I. may ever 
E e thy will good, 


memore then I love my 


ſelf; ald that as thou 
oft good thou 
art alſo molt wiſe, aud 


art moſt 


never ſendeſt aflitions 
to thy children but to 
turn them into bleſ- 
ſings. Since it is the 
dutie of children. to let 


themſelves be ruled by 


their parents, frame 
my heart, O my hea» 
venly father, to an 
entire and filial ſub- 
miſſion under thy wiſe 
and loving providence ; 
ſo that even when I feel 


the ſmart of thy rods, I 


receive 'them with. a 
meer and willing heart, 
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and ſaying wi 
It i the "Lond. let EG 
| what ſcemeth him good. 
1 Sam. 5. 18. This ſub- 
duing of nature is a 
work too hard ＋ me, 


unleſs. thy goo 
work in me EE 


an impartial renoun- 
cing of my ſelf, and a 
full reſignation of all 


mine affections unto 


thy holie will. | 

O God, who com- 
mandeſt them that 
want wiſdome to ask 
it of thee in faith, with 
a promiſe to give it. 


Jam. x. 9. give me faith 
to 


werful e 
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ir Saturday 37 
to ak and to obtain {© 
nach wiſdom of thee, 
| chatwhen thou ſendeſt 
me trials N to. 
my nature, I vehave and 
quiet my ſelf as a child 
weaned of his mother, 
— 1. 2. tamin 
my paſſion, yea, 
Glencing my reaſon , 
when thou calleſt me. 
to bow under thy will. 
Make me capable of this. 
heavenly doQrine, that 
when thy will is become 
our will, thy glorie al- 
ſo ia become our glorie, 
and thy goods our 
o0ds, and that we 
ve all that thou baſt 

when ye will all that 
= thou 


abſolutely to thy will. 
When ſhall it be, O 
Lord, that no will ſhall 
live within me bur thy 
will, whether it be to 
obey thy commande 


ments with readineſs, 
or to undergo: thy de- 
crees with patience ? 
And fince the felicitie 
of Angels conſiſteth in 
the union of their will 
with thine, I am cove- 
tous, O my God, of 
that Angelical felicitic- 
I beſeech thee make me 

con- 
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rn to eſcape, | that 1 


_ able to bear it. 
1 Cor. 10. 3. It is my 
great and ſerious defire 
to follow thy will in all 
things. .O ſend me no 
trial too hard for my 
will to follow thine. 
Never hide thy graci- 
ons face from me, and 
let thy will never be ſo 
ſevere towards me, that 
Thoſe the perſwaſion of 
thy good will in thy 

- ſon Jeſus Chriſt. 
O God increaſe my 
faith. Let neither death, 
nor life, nor tribulation, 
nor diſtreſs, nor temp- 
tation, nor perſecuti- 
on be able to ſeparate me 
| from” 
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Pſal. 31, Verſe 23. 


O love the Lord all ye hi 
Saints [| otherwiſe ] 


his beloved. 
V As there ever : 
more reeaſo⸗- 


nable deſire, that thoſe 
whom God loveth 
ſhould love him again? 


For ſo many bleſlings 


which God ſends donn 
in great ſhowres upon 
them, can they dolels 
then ſend up to him the 


Vapours of their holie 


affections and thanks?” 
Tru 


Aae 
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it; was. by. kim 
e began. Here= 
* — love, n that we 
led bien bat that he lo- 
ved u. Lea, we love! 
i he firſt lævell 

4 10. And 
heck ft effect of his; 
love to me is the grace: 
that he givech me to. 
love him. O if love re- 
quires love, and if be- 
nefits demand thankful» 
neſs, what love, what 


LA 


8 do I owe 


my God in whom 
| hay both my being 
and well being? 
But as the Sun makes 


| Sloſe the ſight of the 


Starts, there. is an effect 
of 


N — mmm mmm 


of his love which ſend | * 
to ſwallow all the 
effects, and by its great 
tight drawes upon it 
ſelf atone the eyes of 
N _ And 
at is the ſending of 
the ſon of God for our 
redemption. For Ou 
bath ſo loved the world, 
that he ſent his only ſm 
into the world, that whe- 
ſoever beleeveth on hin 
ſhould not periſh but hav 
everlaſting life. Joh, 3. 
16. O unfathomable 
depth of the love of 
God ! Love ſtronget 
then death! death. of 
the ſon of God that | 
gives us life! Happe 
i 


—_ _ gg wy oy My, > -<t* ee @> FrFy og, Bus 


— 


* be unt "can dive inro 
thit gulf of mercy. 


> cw ST On 0 - - % WW, . 0, WW er 


= 2 


. * be 
3 5 
/ . I 
x 


Not to finde the bor- 
tom, for it hath none, 
but to loſe himſelf in it 
wich love and admira- 
tion. But it is a com- 
fort to me in this tem- 
poral condition where 
reaſon is ſhort-fighred 
and cannot reach to the 
height of the know- 
ledge of God, that it 
is poſſible for me to 
loye more then I know, 
And without compre- 
hending his miſteries 
I may rejoyce in his 
bre. Praiſed be God 
that know enough 


| him to love him 


H chough 
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no more of him but 
that he loveth me. 
Then that 1 may per- 
ſectly love him, 1 will 
take for my pattern the 
rlect love that he 


me and elected me in 
Chriſt before the four 
dation of the world. 
As his love is eterna, 
mine muſt be perpetml, 
and partake of the pet- 
petuity of its obj ect and 
original. He loved me 
freely and without 
hope of profit, for 
though he * glory 
out of his mercy to me, 
he could have glory 
enough 


2 I ſhould- know 


exaisto me. He loved 
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. Tr all without it. 
Aud he eould fetch glo- 


ry out of his juſtice, if 
he had choſen rather 
to condemn me. M 
loye to him then m 


| be altogether free; L 


tt love him with 
a mercenary love 
ke wi n lie: 
t purely and ſimply, 
r ay is g 8 
me, good in himſelf, 
andthe prime perfeRti- 
on. And becauſe it is 
the dutie of the crea- 
ture to love the Crea- 
for, and of the redeem- 
ed to love the Redee- 
mer. 
He hath loved me 
H2 with 


with a fi 


as much labour to re 
deem me as if he hu 
none but me to redeem. 
It is not by the grer, 
it is in particular and by 
vertue of a ſingular e. 
lection that I am te 
deemed. And I my 
fay after St. Paul tht 
Ged loved me and 42 
himſelf for me. 
2. 20. Beſides, his love 
guideth and tendeth 
me as carefully in all wy 
wayes, yea in all ay 
ſteps, as if he had none 
but me to tend in all the 
world, I muſt the 
for that ſingular lore 
retum 


for Chriſt bath taken 
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teu him a love alto- 


gether ſingular. I muſt 
love nothing properly 
but him , all other 
things in him and for 
him, nothing out of 
him. He loved me fo 
much as to die for me, 
I muſt alſo love him 
more then my life. 
He loved me as his 
Sponſe, I muſt alſolove 
him as my husband, 


buta husband to whom 


Towe my life and my 
ſelf; a husband that 
married me with eter- 
tal compaſſions, when 
I was by nature his e- 
heme ; and marrying 
me he endqwed me 
| H3 with 


with his own king, 
dome, 
How ut grieves me 
chat I have nothing to 
bring to a husband 0 
great and ſo good 
For what can I bring 

to him in marri 
fince he hath given me 
what I have, and made 
me what I am? What 
then? Shall I bring 
him nothing? Yes t- 
ly; I will bring hin 
my heart, I will gire 
im my love. For 
though I hoid from 
him my heart and the 
grace to love him, p 
be- 


it is gift of mine w 
I preſent ic to W 
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caſe T preſent ir freely- 
Be the diſparity never 
ſo great between the 
Creator and the crea- 
ture, I may give him 
love for love: the e- 
ternal God that loveth 
me, piyeth himſclf 

with the love of his 
little ſervanc. 
I will put bim as a 
ſeal ibn my heart. 
Cane. 8 6. I will keep 
him faſt and cloſe to 
my heart, that my 
heart may rake the 
print of him and never 
loſe his bleſſed figure. 
Heis ſo good that he 
defends me even when 
I oft:nd him, I will bs 
H 4 ſo 


ſo good as to love hin 
even when he ſtrike 
me, He keeps near me 
when I turn away fron 
him, I muſt keep net 
im even when he 
ſeems to hide his face 
from me. God path 
ently expects my re. 
ance, I will pati 
ently epect his delive 
rance. He loved bu 
own unto the end, Job. 
13. I. and be ſtayes With 
them alwajes, unto the 
end of the world, Mat. 
28. 20, and beyond, 
even to eternitie. Hi 
love to me hath no end, 
no meaſure, no inter- 


miſſion; O that my 
heart 


* . oy 8 * 
T 34 
432 : TY 
..% 


| ow oe mn we A, Me rn ev Sf = yy Mp Bp* 


= OW WW OD  W 0D 0D a4. 


were towards 
him as his is towards 
mel O that I could 
lore him to the end, 
yea without end, and 
that che world and the 
fleſh ſhould make no 
intermiſſi on in my love! 
O chat I could raiſe my 
lore to ſuch a high de- 


oy and there keep, 
t any waters could 


not quench that love, nti- 
ther could, the fleeds 
drown it. Cant, 3. 7. Bux 
to that end I muſt crave 
the help of his holy 


ſpirit, 


H 5 P rayer. 


PRATER, 


My God my moſt 
\/# gracious Father, 
who haſt loved me from 
all eternitic , and wik 
yetlove me to all eter- 
nitie, I am too little 
to comprehend the 
greatneſs of thy com- 
paſſions, and the excel. 
lencie of thy promiſe 
to * O Lord how 
excellent is thy loving 
kindneſs | 72 36. 
Thou haſt not only 
made me after thy like- 
neſs, fed me with thy 


bountie, and preſerved 


me by thy providence, 
but thou haſt not been 


ſparing 
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ing of thine own 
ſon, and thy ſon hath 
not been ſparing of bis 
om life to redcem me 
from death, and give 
me the inheritance of 
thy kingdome. © the 
depth of the riches baib 
of thy wiſdome and mer- 
1 O incomprehen- 


ſible goodneſs 1 O in- 


finite love | What 
ſhall T render thee for 
the ineſtimable treaſures 
of thy grace ? But even 
this belongs to the in- 
finitic of thy love, that 
thou accepteſt the love 
of thy little creature in 
erchange of thine in- 

ite love. Come 
then 


then, let me love they 
let me bleſs thee, 0 
my God, wi forgive 
all mine iniq uit ies, whe 
htaleſt al my diſeaſes; 
who redeemeſt my life 
from deſtruction, vb 
croWneſs me with{oving 
kindxeſs and terder mer. 
cees, ho ſatisfieſt m 
month with good things, 
Pfal. 103. 3. O my Sa- 
viour Jeſt, who for my 
ſake hadſt thy hands 
and feet pierced with 
mails, and thy fide 
launcht with a ſpear, 
be pleaſed to make 
wholſome wound in 
my breaſt wich the 


point of thy love. Fot 
as 
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by thy light we ſee 
bt, fo by thy fer- 
ven love to us, we 
are inflamed with love 
rozthee. 

O thou the firſt beua- 
tie, the firſt goodneſe, 
who only deſerveſt 
that I make an incenſe 
of my affect ions unto 
thee with the fire of 


love; Idefireto know 


thy perfect ions better, 
that I may love them 
better. I deſitre to love 
thee with all my heart, 
ad with all mine un- 
derſtanding, and more 
yet with my heart, be- 
cauſe it is more capable 
to embrace thee then 
mine 


mine ' to 
know thee. Lord 


„ becauſe there 
e ſoul knowes thee 
and loves thee perfect. 
ly! And how the 
world and mine own 
fleſh diſpleaſe me, be 
cauſe they make me in 
capable to know and 
love thee as much ul 
defire 1 But although 
I feel my ſelf full of 
imperfection, yer th 
deſire of my ſoul i totly 
name O Lord, and 
the remembrance of tbei, 
With my ſoul have I di. 
fired thee in the night, 
Jes, with my ſpirit with 

is 
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is ne. will 1 ſech thee 
early. Iſa. 26. 8, I 
wil ſtelc thee, O Lord, 
but I have need that 
thon ſcele me and finde 
me, and bring me thy 
ſelf to thee, and put 
far from me all things 
and all defires that make 
me go aſtray from thee. 

My God, becauſe I 
loye thee, I defire to 
pleaſe thee, and that 
I may pleaſe thee I de- 
fire to be like unto 
thee. O great Bride- 
groom of my ſoul when 
wilt thou make me like 
unto thee that I may be 
all handſome, and a fit 
Bride for thee > When 
5 ſhall 


ſhall I be clad all aboug; | 


all over, with the im 
mu which after Gali 
created in righteouſnſi 
and true betiveſs! 
Ephe. 4. 24. How: am- 
bitious am I to be deck 
with the precious je 
wels of faith, chmi- 
tie, zeal, the oznament 
of a meek, aud quiet pi. 
rit Which before ther i 
of great price, 1 Pet. 3. 
4. * above all With 
thy love which « the 
bend of perfetineſs, 
Col. 3. 14. that theſe 
Chriſtian vertues be «s 
ornament of grace un 
wy head and chaines a. 
bout my neck. Pro. 1s 
9. Lord 


1 
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9. Lord thou -haſt n- 


re 


damed' me with the 
imputation of thy per- 

righteouſneſs , 
my glorious wedding 
gown, whereby I do 


_ before God thy 
and mine 


righteous and all per- 
ſect. Iwill greatly re- 
jojee in the Lord, my 
ſoul fall be joyful in my 
God, for he hath cloa- 
thed me with the gar. 
ments of ſalvation, he 
hath covered me with the 
rebe of righteouſneſs , 
4 4 Bridegroom decketh 
himſelf with ornament, 
and 4s 4 Bride adorneth 
ber ſelf with her jewels. 
Iſa. 


162 Fr R 
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O Chriſt who 

already made me 
with the jewels of thy 


merit, be pleaſed to adde 


t. that thy ri 
ouſneſs ſerve not only 
to juſtiſie me, but 
much more to ſanctiſe 
me. For I ſhall never 
be a Spouſe handſome 
enough for ſuch a per- 
fect Brideg room til 
thy vertues - paſs unto 
and into me, and 
change me into thy 
likenefs by the oper: 
tion of thy powerfull 
= „the chief effe@t 
thereof being a fervent 


love 
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love expreſt in a ſeri- 
ous imitation, O Lord, 
thy banner over me 1 
love, Cant. 2. 4. my 


wedding livery is love. 


With chat livery Iex- 
pet to be led by thee 
into the wedding cham- 
ber. O in that expe- 
dation let love produce 
his beſt effect in me, 
which is to change the 
pm loving into the 
ed, ſo that I may 


truly ſay, 7 am cruci- 


fed with Chriſt» never-= 
theleſs I live, yet not I, 
but Chriſt liveth in me, 
aud the life which. I now 
live in the fleſh I div 
the faith of the 


164 Prayer 

Cod, who loved me 
gave' bymſclf for m 
Gal. 2. 20. | look fa 
an eternal habitationt 
live with thee and lin 
by thy life. But it i 
to long for me to ei 
pect till thou bring ne 
into that whe | 
room. I have a we | 
ding room for thee in 
my heart, not ſo vi 
furniſht as I could wil 
to receive ſuch a gie 
gueſt, but come Lod 
and bring thy furniture 


of grace a log 
thee. That honſe cu- 
not want accomodation 
ſpurt. is —_ by 2 
ereoce. Ln 
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' thawsn me and in thee, 
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as tho Father art in the 
Fon, and thog Son in the 
Father, that I alſo may 
be one with yen, John 
17. by the holy Ghoſt 
the ſpirit and bond of 
love. And to you 
three per lons and one 


God be glory for ever- 


more. Amen. 


166 ð 
For the LORDS Dar 
Evening, 
Joh. 14. Verſ. 23. 


If « man love me he fad | © 
keep my word. 


He” ordinary it i 
to hear God 


word, and how rar 
to keep it! And how 
fimply will men pet 
ſwade themſelves that 
they love God, when 
they take no care to 
pleaſe him 1 They lore 
God as. they do their 
horſes, for their uſe, 
which is nct loving 
God but 1 


landen, 167 
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He that will love God 
and not keep his word 
doth as a wife married 
to a worthy husband, 
to whom ſhe ſhould 
fay, I will love you 
for my pleaſure and 
profit, but out of that 
Iwill do nothing that 
you require ot me. 
How near this compa- 
riloa comes to me 
whoſe ſoul is betro- 
thedtomy Saviour ſe- 
ſus who loved me and 
gave himſelf for me, 
ind hath ſigned the con- 
md of marriage with 
bis own blood? For 
i is too true that my 
love to him hath more 


re- 


reſpected my benefit 
then my dutie. 

I have often prom 
ſted that I loved him 
Now he puts my lore 
to the trial, If ou ln 


ments. If a man im 
we he ſhall keep m 
words, Joh. 14, 15, 
He will havelovefron 
his Sponſe ( and ſuchi 
every Chriſtian foul) 
but it is according to 
the lawes of matrimo 
ny te love, to chenſ, 
and to obey. It is tht 
leſſon made to that to 
al Bride, which repte 
ſents both the Churd 
of the firft born i 
aſt 


Ada j . * 5 n n 
4 * fe "2 "FEM m 
. ; 
I's 


awe keep wy communis | 


= AQ. Hm atry ran = & oo =, Gant na > as oo” 


Fw L day Oven. 16g 


are. written in heaven, 
and every good ſoul. 


Forget this en people 
af th thy fathers 25 e, 
ſe ſhall 1 K's * great- 


ly defire thy beautie, for 


le uit Lord, and wor- 


ſoip thou him. Pla. 4 

10. That I may = - 
crate my ſelf to the 
love of that King and 
Bridegroom of my ſoul 
he will have me to for- 
get my carnal intereſles. 
He greatly deſireth and 
delighterh in that beau- 
tle which himſelf hath 
given me, his renewed 
image conſiſting in his 


kowle edge and love, 


ind faith in his promi- 


I L eg. 


ſes. But unleſs I wer 
ſhip him, hu 


bowing and ſubjeQing | 


all mine affections un 
to his word and ple 
ſure, I have not that 
beautie which he defi. 
reth and delighteth in, 


and I deceive my df | 


with a falſe perſwaſion 
that I love him. For 
how can I love his per- 
ſon without loving his 
pleaſnre? And how 
can] make a ſeparatiof 
between him and his 
will ſince his will 5 
lin ſelf ? 

My ſoul be thou to 
thy God and husband: 
loving and ovedient 
vile, 


n Sab 


it. cheriſh it, kee 


| For L, day Even. 171 | 
wife, let his word be 
precious to thee, learn 

it. 
Itis more defirablet en 
gold, and ſweeter then 
hony. P/al. 19. 10. 
It is that heavenly wiſ- 
dom whoſe wayes are 


| Wajes of pleaſantneſs, 


and all her paths are 
peace. She 75 a tree of 
life to them that lay 
bold en her, and happie 
i every one that retains 
her. Pro. 3. 17. 

But what is it to lay 
hold upon her, it is to 
profeſs the truth 2? 
Whatis it to retain her, 
it is to argue about re- 
bgion in diſpute ? Sure 
I 2 there 


/ 


there goes more to 
dutie. It is to mi- 
tain the excellency of it 
by practiſe. Pare ut. 
ligion and unde pled be. 
fore God and the father 
& this, to viſit the faiba- 
Jeſs and wid does is 
their affliflion, and 16 
keep himſelf anſpotted 
from the world. Jan. 
1. 27. The love tht 
God expects of me muſt 
be ſhewed to his con- 
mandements , ſo that] 
may ſay with Darid, 
my ſoul hath kept th 
reſtimonics and Þ[ lou 
tbem exceedingly. Plal, 
119. 167. 
That I may love God 
1 
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5 az Long he, 1 muſt loy® 
all chat he loveth. He 
hweth righteouſneſs and © 
judgement, Pſal. 33. 
5. I will then give to 
CO a 
nin elt; 15 
1 the x 4 
the reverence, and the 
obedience to him due. 
Next I will give to my 
neighbours their right, 
being ſincere in my 
words, faithful in my 
promiſes, juſt in my 
converſation , poſſeſ- 
nothing but what 
juſtly mine, accoun- 
ting the unjuſt gain to 
bea loſs and a curſe. 
Ged defpiſeth not the ſa- 
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criſice of 4 broken aud 
8 contrite beart. Pla, 
51. 17. David calls | 
the ſacrifice of God, 
I will then endeavom 
to break my heart witch 
contrition, of which! 
have but too much 
cauſe, and make it a f 
ſacrifice for him. 

I am commanded to 
do good and commun 
cate, for with ſuch ſ« 
criſces God uwellplts 
ſed. Heb. 13. 16. And 
I am taught that God 
levoth 4 cheerful giver. 
2 Cor 9. 7. I will then 
chearſully offer -unto 
Ged thoſe ſacrifices of 
beneficence which he 


loyeth. 
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loveth. And fince 1 
can do no good to my 
Saviour that does me 
ſo much good. I will do 
good to his Diſciples. 
God loveth the 
meek, and it was to 
them that Chriſt came 
to preach good tidings. 
Since he loveth them 
ſo much, I will love 
them alſo, 1/a 61. 1. 
and I will endeavour to 
be meek that he may 
love me. In theſe and in 
all things elſe I will en- 
deavour to keep his 
word, becauſe I love 
him that gave it me to 
keep, and becauſe his 
will ismy delight, O 
I4 when 


when ſhall that happi 
day come, when] 
perfectly keep Gods 
word, becauſe I flu 
perfectly love him 
on — * 

om thoſe that keg 
not bis word, bern 
they do not love hin, 
and ſeduce or offend of 
interrupt them thit 
would keep it! When 
ſhall I live with the 
life of the Saints ad 
bleſſed, that finde all 
their pleaſure in loving 
and ſerving God, and 
know no difference 
between their dutie and 
their delight ! 
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God Almightie 
and all good; 
when I conſider that 
thou weakeſt the windes 
thine Angels, and the 
flayes of fire thy Aini- 
Feri, and that fire and 
baile, ſnow, Vapour, 
and fformy winde are 
148. I wonder that 
things incapable to love 
thee ſhould inviolably 
keep thy word, and 
that no creatures ſhould 
decline to obey it, but 
thoſe whom thou haſt 
indowed in their crea- 
tion with a capacitie to 
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know love ghee, 
Lord, what a ſhameis 
this to me, that / 
be overcome it 
readineſs. of obedicnc 
by thoſe creatures that 
know not their oblige 
tion to obey thee! 
Yet, O my God, tha 
knoweſt all things , 
thou knoweſt that 1 
love thee, which i 
more then they do. 
But it is clear that! 
love thee not enough 
ſince I do not obey thee 
as readily out of lore 
and reaſon as other 
creatures do without 
either, out of a meer 


inſtinct of nature. My 
God 


py di) canis. „ „ wn. Aw ov am, 


L. Bye. 199 
God I humbly crave 
thy pardon. for that 
want of obedience, and 
for my want of love 
which is the cauſe of jt, 
O Father of mercies co- 
yer that ſhortneſs of 
love with the infiaitie 
of thine. Enter not 
into judgement with 
me for being ſo cold to 
love thee, ſo flow to 
ſerve thee, ſo careleſs 
to hear and keep thy 
word. I cannot tell 
the number ol the acts 
of my diſobedience a- 
gainſt thy word, nor 
ſufficiently comprehend 
the greatneſs of thy 
mercy which is in the 
He. dens, 
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heavens, and of 
faithfulneſs reac lia 
wnte the clouds. 
Lord fince thy heaverh 
mercie is ſo great 33to 
promiſe remiſſion of 
fins to all that woul( 
have their recourſe un- 
to 'thee by the merit 
and interceſſion ofthy 
Son, thy faithfulneſs 
alſo ſhall be ſo great u 
to fulfil thy promiſe to 
me thy ſinful ſervant, 
who now cmbrace by 
faich the merit of thy 
beloved fon, and im- 
plore the benefit of his 
gracious interceſſion. 
And that hereafter! 
may ſo love thee that! 
8 may 
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may keep thy word, 
zive me grace by the 
operation of thy ſpirit 
to learn cf that holy 
word how I may love 
thee. Let me love thy 
word with a fervent 
heart. Let me come 
to it with a holy appe- 
tite, as thy Propher, 
Who found thy words and 
did cat them, and thy 
ward was unto him the 
jej and re jeycing of his 
heart, Jer. 15. 16. 
Let it be to me quick && 
powerful, ſharper then 
any two edged (ward. 
Heb. 4. 12. Let me ſen- 
idly finde it profitable 
for dilbrine, for reproef, 

or 


182 Prayer 
for carreſtion, for iu. 
traction in rigbteonſ. 
weſt, till I may be per. 
felt thoroughly furniſh. 
ed wnto al good works, 
2. Tim. 3. 16. Be plea« 
ſed to make me diligene 
in good works, 2zca- 
lous for thy glory, and 
charitable to my neigh- 
bours. Let me not love 
tbem in word, neither in 
tongue, but indeed and 
in truth. Tam. 3, 18. 
Let me ſet mine affecti- 
ons on things above not 
en things on the carth, 
Col. 3. 2. Let not my 
heart be fer upon the 
world which I muſt 
leaye, but upon thee 
my 
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my permanent poſſeſſi- 
- Ler my breaft be 


a Sanctuary, where 
the incenſe of my holy 
afeRions aſcend to thee 
continually, and where 
thy ſelf be pleaſed to 
dwell, ficting between 
faith and love as it were 
between the Cheru- 
bims. Let thy will e- 
ver be my rule, thy 
fer my guide, thy 
wiſdom my councel- 
lour, and thy promi- 
les my comfort, Let 
the words of my month 
and the meditation of my 
beart be acceptable in 
thy ſigbe O Lord my 
ſtrength and my redee- 


Mer. 


%, Projer 30 
mer. Pal. 19. 14. Let 
we be blameleſs and 


barmleſs , the Nady 7 


God, without rebuly, 
zu the midſt of « Crooked 
and perverſe nation, 4. 
mong whom I may ſhine 
4 a light in the werli. 
Phil. 2.15. 

O Lord open the 
eyes and turn the hearts 
of thoſe that love thee 
not and keep not thy 
word. Sanctiſie them 
that know thee, and in 
whoſe hearts thou haſt 
already kindled ſome 
ſparks of thy love. 
Deliver thy Church re- 
deemed with thy blood 


from hereſies, ſchiſmes, 
and 
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and ſcandals. And 
ſince ſhe is thy Spouſe 
let her be ples Mar. unto 
thee as 4 chaſt Virgin, 
having neither ſpot nor 
wrinkle. Ephe. 5. 27. 
And let my foul which 
is alfo thy Spouſe be ſo 
preſented before thee: 
Strengthen by thy ſpi- 
tit thy children toſſed 
between perſecutions 
and temptations, and 
perfect thy vertue in 
their weakneſs. Wipe 
off the foul aſperſions 
aft upon thy Goſpel, 
and let not the fins of 
the profeſſours thereof 
be imputed unto the 
holy truth which they 

| profeſs. 
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and thy righteouſne 
as the noon day, Raiſe 
again the walls of:) 
decayed Jeruſalem. 0 
great and jealous God 
ſtir up thy jealquſie and 
the bowels of thy mer- 
cies: Suffer not for e- 
ver thy name to be 
blaſphemed, and thy 
redeemed children to be 
expoſed to the rage of 
the world and the De- 
vil. God of peace 
bruiſe Satan under ont 
feet ſhortly, Rom. 16. 
20. Lord. Feſu come 
quickly, Reve. 22. ht 
ſten the fulfilling of thy 

king- 


profeſs. O let 
truth ſhine as the 115 
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kingdome. Begin now 

kingdome within 
u, delivering us from 
the bondage of fin, 
whoſe yoak is athou, 
ſand times heavier to 
them that love thee in 
wth, then that of all 
the tyrants and perſe- 
tors. O Lord if 
we be holy we cannot 
be miſerable, and.if we 
love thee we cannot be 
beaten down by the ha- 
tredofthe world. O 
let me ever afpire to 
thoſe eternal taber- 
nacles where they are 
in a ſoveraigne happi- 
neſs, becauſe they are 
filled with a ſoveraign 
love 


198 Prayer 
love of thee. Endue 
me with vertue to 
the good fight, the 
remnant of the daiesof 
my vanitie, with 4 
firm expectation that 
I hall thortly and for 
ever enjoy thy great 
peace, and that victo- 
rie into. which death 
was ſwallowed up by 
our Lord Jeſus Chi 
to whom with thee and 
the holie Ghoſt beglo- 
rie for evermore. A- 
men. | 
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proach comes upon us 


189 
4 PREPARATORY = 
Meditation for al! 

ſorts of Prayers. 


Eccleſ. 5. Verſe 2. 


Be not raſh with thy 
month, and let not 
thy heart be haſtie to 
utter any thing before 
God, for God. 1s in 
bea ven and thou upon 
earth, therefore let 
thy words be few. 


Aſtineſs is the mo- 
ther of confuſion 
in all things, and in 
prayer more then in a- 
ny. Thereby the re- 


which 
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which we make to 
them that pray in an un. 
known tongue , that 
they know not what 
they ſay. But it is no 
wonder that we pray 
ſo often not thinking 
what we ſay, ſince we 
commonly begin our 
prayer without think- 
ing before what we are, 
who is he that we muſt 
ſpeak to, and what we 
have to ſay to him. 
Many actiors of our 
life have no need to be 
thought upon but when 
we take them in hand, 
by reaſon of their fa- 


cilitie, and becauſe the 


perſons and things that 
we 
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we have to do with are 
or inferiour to us. 
Prayer is not in that 
unle, there being no- 
thing of greater diffi- 
altic then to fix our 
ninde (that liveth in 
the fleſh and perceiveth 
thing but by the ſen- 
es) upon God whom 
noman hath ſeen at any 
time, and who is alto- 
gether ſpiritual and im- 
material, And there 
being no inequalitie 
like that between the 
Creator infinite and 
moſt holy, and the 
creature finite and ſin- 


dal. 


Truly when we con- 
ſider 


us, Preparation 


ſider what God is and | 


what we are, 
— bold to 


our ſelves te bim. WE 


have great reaſon to 
think both on him and 
us before we open our 
mouth, he is the Lord, 
the incomprehenſible 
the moſt holy , the 
moſt juſt, the father 
of lights before when 
the very Stars are not 
pure. fob. 25. 5. He 
created heaven and 
earth with his bare 
word, and with one 
word he may bring 
them to nothing. He 
governs all, he diſpo- 
ſeth of all, the cloſeſt 
hearts 
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feht, and he doth not 
hold the ſinner guiltleſs.: 
He that in his prayer 
hath his mind gadding 
abroad, as he hath no 
reaſon to expect of 
Gods facility, that he 
tive him what he 
uketh when his mind 
goes not along with his 
tongue; So he hath no 
rtaſon to be free gf the 
ſeare of his juice. 

vainely hoping that 


| God will take nonotice 


of that he ſaid, becauſe 
himſelfe did not thiale. 
of it. Though it were 
to be wiſht for many 
that in their prayers 
K God 


194; Preparation 
Gad would think no 
more of them then they 
think on him. 

.And if from Godin 
Htaven we turn our 
eyes upon our ſelve: 
that are on earth, poor, 
weak, guilty things in 
his preſence , that an 
not iubſiſt one moment 
without him , O what 
bumility , what rever- 
» cnce,. what feare and 
trembling ſhould ſeize 
on us when we ap- 

oach, we ſo little, to 

im that is ſo great! 
What pain ought we 
to take to fix our 
thoughts upon him, and 
keep them from their 

; or- 
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ordinary wanderings |! 
What adoration 
we render 1 7 
ificent jeſty , 
— inacceſſible light, 
that Supream Holines, 
that Soveraign Juſtice, 
that infinite bounty [ 
Could the thought of - 
theſe Attributes of the 
Godhead enter deep 
into our minds, and 
there ſtay , then a de- 
vout reſpe& would ſtay 
our attention in our 
prayers. We ſhould 
de hamble and contrite 
in the confeſſion of our 
fins, full of faith in cra- 
ving pardon through 
Jelus Chriſt , fervent 
K 2 and 


and fmeere -in - 

AnRification-, carr 
and zealous in praying 
for the advancement of 
Gods glory and the 
rayers begun with « 
holy trembling would 
row by ſpealeing with 


od to confidence and 


familiarity ; and would 
end in joy and com- 
fort 1 And God would 
graciouſly grant our 
itions „ for ih 
effeFinal fervent prajer 
of 4 rightcons mai 
availeth much. len. 5: 
16. | 

There is general and 
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per- 
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prayer "= x 
Er x is 
balines of life, for it is 
lefle difficult to elevate 
our aſſect ĩons unto God 
in prayer, 2 = 
m, when t 

— bin trained to that 
duty in the midſt of 
temporall bufineſles. 
He that alwayes walkes 
a in the preſence of 
God, looking to his 
way that he may pleaſe 

him in all his conver- 
lation , ſhall eaſily find 
the way. to heaven 
when he ſets himſclfe 
to pray. For the im- 
mediate cauſes of the 
wandering of our 
K3 thoughts 


thoughts and the de- 
boiſh in our affeRiong 
in our prayers are the 
next preceding ſinnes. 
The conſcience, bei 
removed ſome 
from God, finds thut 
God hath removed s 
many ſteps: from her, 
and that there is a bar- 
riado made between 
God and the ſoule, 
which ſtops the paſſige 
of prayer to heaven. 
There is 2 particular 
preparation for the 
time of prayer, which 
is to take leifure to 
view the ſtare of our 


conſcience. And if 


companies or ſports of 
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buſineſſe or croſſes have 
cauſed ſome agitation 
in our mind, we muſt 
labour to ſettle that 
emotion, that we may 
bring a eranquill ſoule 
to Gods ſervice. | 

Eſpecially we muſt 
examin . whether we 
have lately added any 
thing to the ſcore of 
our finnes, that we may 
mend it by a new 
repentance. N 

God and the world 
are ſ@fare aſunder, that 
it is almoſt impoſſible 
to paſſe from the one 
to the other ſaddenly: 
And the mind beſieged 
with worldly thoughts 
K 4 and 


fallie to raiſe that Siege, 
before it can have in 
way free to God. 
We muſt imitate 
Abraham, who going 
up to the Mount df 
Sacrifice left his Ser- 
yants and his Aﬀe at 
the foote of the Moun- 
= For 3 
n our prayer w 
is ous Sacrifice to God, 
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and objects, hach ud 
to make a vigorow 
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his benefits. Let us 
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our infigite obligation 
to Gods. bounty, and 
with what ungrateful- 

nels we have repayed 


think of his Juſtice 
which _ hath terrible 
judgements ready 
apainſt ſinners. Let us 
think of 5 
acquits us, when we 
preſent unto him the 
merit of his beloved 
75". KM 5 _  $0ns 


of hislawes, which we 
muſt- reſolve to keep 
carefully; and to crave 
the aſſiſtance of his 
Spirit to that eſſect. 
Let us think on the 
excellency of his pro- 
miſes, and his Fatherly 
care of thoſe that . 
and feare him. Let us 
thiale on his glory 
which above al thing 
we mult aske of God 
Having thus our 
minds fall of God and 
our duty, let us preſent 
our ſelves to him * 
the 
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the diſpoſitions of re- 
verence, humility, faith, 
and zeale. And becauſe 
God is pure and ſimple, 
let us uſe ſimplicity, 
and few words in our 

vers. Js the multi- 
tude of words there are. 
divers wanities , bat 


fear tbeu God, ſaith the 


Royal Preacher: Eecl. 
5. Teaching us, that 
it after that warning of 
humati frailty, we uſe 
many word; in our 
prayer, we ſhew want 
of the fear of God, ven- 
turing thus boldiy to 
tell hiaz many vanities 
among many words. 

In long diſcourſes, 
eren 


and the ſpeaktr wil 
— their attention, 
like a bow too long 
bent. Much more in 
diſcourſes of diem 
things, which want the 
natural and ſenſible 
helpes for attention. 
The Lord thut com- 
mands us to pray to 


in our hearts (ſuch 
prayers as may be ac- 
ceptable unto him, even 
for his Sonnes fake, 
and by the vertue of his 
Spirit belping enn it 
firmities , for we knoW 
not what we ſhonld pra 

or 


him be pleaſed to frame 
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groanint 1 cannot 
br uitertd. Rom. 8. 26. 
Yea Lord give us the 
Spirit of ſapplication. 


Give us grace to ask 


vat thou comman- 


deſt, and then we can- 
not 1 to obtain 


what wwe demand. 


PREPARATION 


for the 
Holy Communion, 


1 Cor. 11. ver.24. 


.T bis do in remembrance 


of me. 
Soliloquy. 


Have great reaſon 
indeed to remember 
him that remembred 
me in his great agonies, 
and to do what he bids 
me to do in remem- 
brance of him, ſince he 
forgot his own preſer- 
vation 


eee 
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vation - ro remember 
miac.”- It is too little 
for mo now to conſider 
his-- authority which 
oblfgeth me to do this. 
I will ſtay upon his 
love. In what caſe was 
he when he celebrated 
this Sacrament of his 
body and blood, and 
commanded his Diſci- 
ples (of whom I am 
one) to do this in re. 
membrance of him 

Alas it was the laft 
night before his moſt 
bitter Paſſion, and he 
had then in his ſoul 
that horrible agonie 
which about an hour 
after made him ſweat 
great 


of = Croſſe. a 
which that we 
ever be ſenſible, 
to us you laſt works 
perpetual reme 
of the end and of. the 
beackit of his death and 
of his love to us. tit 
bleſſeth the bread an 
the cup, calleth them 
his body and blood; 
repreſents to us 
his bread broken the 
ſuſfer- 
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jafferings of his bod), 


ander this wine powred 


into the cup the ſhed- 
ding of his blood; 
gives us together thy 
figne and the thin 
fignified, making all 
faithful ' communicants 
as truly 


partakers of the 
benefit of his ſufferings, 
es if they bad borne 
them in. their owne 
perſons ; feeds them 
with that myſtical meat 
and drink to ſpiritual 
and eternal life , makes 
them one body and 
one ſpirit with their 
Saviour whom they 
receive ; and graciouſly 
feaketh Gods covenant 


and 
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and e with them. 

Who can but wonder 
at the greatneſs ofthis 
love and the liberty of 
this great ſoule, that 
he would, that he could 
think of all. thoſe 
things, when he had 
moſt cruel death before 
his eyes, and was hard- 
ly breathing under the 
weight of Gods wrath, 
as" great'as the fins of 
all men deſerved ! But 
he would ſhew that 
this was his proper 
and chiefe buſineſs in 
the world, and that the 
motive that made him 
go to meet death, was 
to give us his body - 
. is 
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his blood for our pro- 
pitiation before God. 

For that great Sonne 
of God ſeemes to ſpeake 
thus to'us in this-fare- 
well and declaration of 
his: laſt will before his 
death ; My friends, I 
muſt now drink the cyp 
of | Gods wrath , but 
is that you may drink 
the cup of ſalvation , 
and here it is. I drink 
the bitter, that you may 
drink the ſweet. The 
Croſſe brings me death, 
but it brings you life. 
Jam going to ſhed my 
blood to ſpare yours. 
And for a ual 
pledge that it 1s for you 
5 that 


212 — 
that my body lufferech, 
and my blood is ſhag, 
I enjoin you to cyle. 
brate this perpetual 
remembrance. of, — 
death. As oft as y 
eat this bread and wk 
this cup, ſhew ye my 
death till I come. Every 
time that you ſhall ſee 
chem, let them put you 
in mind of my body 
and blood, ol of my 
love ſtronger che death, 
which made me deliver 
my ſelfe unto death to 
worke your peace with 
God. Take them, and 


outward elements that 
you eat and drink are 
not 


mrs us 


be afſured that theſe 
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eee, 


tot te yours then 
ny ibody and my blood 
d the whole benefic 
of my death and obedi- 
ence. Fare you well, 
Death calls upon me , 
Enjoy the fruit of my 
death and remember 
me. 
I am then invited 
with the greateſt and 
holieft ſolemnity to 
the table of the Lord, 


| and to himſelfe. And 


the meate and drink 
which he gtves me is 
himſelfe. O infinite 
love | Miracflous ver- 
tue, which turnes the 
death of my Saviour 
into a feaſt, and his 
Adieu 


Adieu when he wen 
to dye into an invite 
tion ! O for th 

and affections worthy 
of ſuch a ſublime and 
peereleſſe love. 

As for thoughts, itis 
in vaine, my ſoule, that 
thou ſeekeſt them, 
though thou hadſt the 
underſtand ing of An- 
gels: For they are the 
depths of Gods love 
which the Angels deſire 
to lookeinto. And the 
Apoftle telling us that 
they deſire it, teacheth 
us that it is beyond 
their reach, though 
they try for it, tbe 
ſtrength of their pure 
N cleer- 
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deareſighted eyes en- 


lightened with Gods 


light. But it is Jawful 
for our affections to riſe 
higher then the reach 
of our thoughts. It is 
lawful for them to love 
that great Saviour as 
much as he loverh us, 


if it were poſſible. And 


there we may ſtrive to 
riſe above our ſtrength 
wit hout offence. O that 
could love him more 
then I can ! But ſince 
I cannot give him more 
then my ſelfe; How 
gladly would I give 
my ſelf wholly to him, 
for his gift to me of 
his whole precious 


ſelfe ! 


, 216 nolifequy bifore 


ſelfe I It is too little ta 


wiſh it. 1 muſt doe it. 
Since I am invited to 
tale the bread of life 
and thecup of ſalvation, 
- _ 4 talce them, 

ing them give 
_ u Cafe together unto 


him-that giveth them - 


me. 
But whither doe-l 
as ? Ler me conſider 
efore whar I am to 
take and to give. Iam 
going to take the body 
and blood of the Sonne 
of God and his whole 
ſelfe. But bave I taken 
this to ſerious copfide- 
ration, that he that 
eateth and drinketh 
unwor- 
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orthily, eateth and 


drinkech damnation to 


himſelfe > I am going 
to preſent and give 
my ſelfe to him. But 
hare I conſidered what 
I preſent Him with, and 
whether I make a good 


| or anevill gift to him ? 


Alas who am I that 
preſume to come to the 
Lords table? How 
much have I tranſ- 
greſſed his commande- 
ments 2 How much 
bave I abuſed his 

races ? Have I not bia 

duced by the vanities 
of this world? Hath 
not the World ſtollen 
away part of my heart 
L which 
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which I owe to 6% 


whole and undivided? 
Did I not more repoſe 


myſelfe upon temporal 


helpes then I -rrnſted 


his wiſdome and boun- 
ty > What thanks did 
I _—_ = his 
innumerable eſlings 
of heaven and earth? 
and did I not make an 
ill uſe of his bleſſings 
of the earth to turne 
away my heart and 
mind from the bleſſings 
of heaven ? And have 
I not laboured morefor 


chair bread which 


periſheth, then for that 
which cndureth unto 


eycrlaſting life > How 
many 
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Iod ? Hath my faith in 


| 
| 

| 

; 
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* 
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vaine thoughts 
dard my attention in 
my prayers and in the 
hearing of the word 


his holy promiſes never 
date ? Have I bia 
ſenſible as I ſhould 
have bin of the affii- 
tion of Gods Church, 
and the outrage done 
to his bay name, which 
bis truth which is de- 
med ? Have I bin 

patient,meck and chari- 
able ro my neighbours? 


Aud did I apply my 


ſelfe freely and cheer- 
fully to the duty of 
good worlces? Did E 
L2 bare 


beare with bumility the 


ſent me, and have I 
abſolutely refigned my 
will unto his? 


O when I think on 


the evills that I have 
committed and the 
duties which I have 
omitted, one deepe 
calls to another deepe. 
And I am loſt in the 


confuſed number of my 


fins. O ſtubborne fleſh | 
O ſlow nature to ſerve 
God and active to ſerve 
the world ! O body of 
death that keepeſt the 
ſpirit under the law of 
ſinne 1 how quick thou 
art ſtill wichin mel 

: And 


afflitions which God 
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And how aſhame d and 
forrowfull am l, that 
after ſo many bene fits 
of God and ſuch a long 


| prentiſhip in the 


ſchoole of his word 
and ſpirit, there re- 
maines yet in me ſo 
much of my natural 
corruption ? 

Bur this ſhame and 
ſorrow is nnto me a 


| matter of hope, and I 


beginne to riſe againe 
becauſe I am beaten 
down, For did I not 
belong to God, and did 
I notlove him, I 
have no diſpleaſure to 

have . offended him. 
And had be not loved 
me firſt, I ſhould not 


222 Soliloquybefore 
love him. Why then 
mould 1 deprive my 
Elfe of the table of the 
Lordas unwortby ? It 
is becauſe I am unwor- 
thy that I muſt come 
neere, that I may be- 

come worthy. If none 
could receive the body 
and blood of the Lord 
worthily but ſuch 25 
are worthy , there 
would be no w 
receiving. But thoſe 
are worthy receivers 
that acknowledge their 

mmworthines , and f. 
ment it, and finding 
no worthineſs at home, 
come with hunger and 
thirſt after righteouſnes 
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to ſeeke worthineſs in 
this holy table. 
In the parable , he is 
pleaſed to invite to i 
table the lame and the 
maimed , to ſhew that 
the abundance of his 
grace is moved by the 
lawel} caſe of our in- 
firmity : Becauſe I have 


no righteouſneſs I have 


the more need to goe 
to him that hath righ- 
teouſneſs to ſpare, and 
doth without ſparing 
beſtow it on them that 
begge it at his Lands, 
To what end had Chriſt 
ſuffered if we were 
righteous ? Could he 


have dyed for our fins 


L 4 if 
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if we had none ? And 
was it not to all peni- 
tent ſinners in the 
ſons of his Apoſtles 
hat he ſayd when he 
gave this holy Cu 
Drink ye all of this IJ: 
this is 7 blood of the 
new teſtament , whichis 
Bed for many, for the 
remiſſion of ſinnes? 
Matth. 26. 27. & 28. 

It is true that the 
ſinner cannot ſubſiſt 
before the moſt holy 
Cod. Who frall 2 
' when he appeareth > ſaith 
' Malachi. Mal, 3.2. But 
there he ſpeaks of ſtand- 
ing before the throne 
of his juſtice. *Tis not 
there that I muſt now 
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appeare. I dm 10 
nd to the. throne of 1 
i- | grace, I am called fo 
be the feaſt of the riches 
s | of his mercy. Where 
e being once arayed with 
» | the nuptial garmentsof 
7 | the merits of my Savi- 
dur the Sonne 4 God, 
p 


]-ſhall not feare to ap- 
peare before the juſtice 
of his father. Come 
unte me wang he) al ye 
that labour and are 
beavy laden, and 1 will 
eaſe you, Matth. 11. 
28. O precious invita- 
tion 1 And who is he 
that invites us ſo ? the 
fame that bath borne 
eur griefes and carried 
L 5 ouy 


| 
"& , HY BY 


| forrowes , , and on 
Thor the Lord layd 
iniquity of ns all. 
2 33. 4. LF - 
us, Hithſelfe 
irisch our burden. 
We then that labom 
And are heavy laden. 


de whoſe conſcience is 


ker ning under the 
den of onr fins, Let 

goe to him and 
boa? unloade our 
burden upon him. He 
Tequires it , He calls us 


to it. There is no 


burden too heavy for 
His divine ftrength. 
There is no offence ſo 
Fa but is overcome 
y the greatneſs of his 
love. 
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ve may obtaine mercy 


and find grace to helpin 


bs Cremer, 27 | 
love. Let Us goe conii- 
dently to him. He is 
the reliefe of the di- 
ſtreiled , the reſt of the 
weary» the deliverer of 
the captive, the Advo- 
cate of repenting offen- 
ders, for whom he ob- 
taineth ablolution from 
his Father, pre ſenting 
them to him clad all 
over with his owne 
righteouſneſs. Let us, 
O let ut come boldly unto 
the throne of grace, that 


time of need, Heb. 4. 
16. 
Let me feede now 
the eyes of my faith 
| with 
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Wich the cheere chat! 


am invited unto, before 
I come neerer. I ſee but 
one diſh upon this 
table, which is ebe 
Lanbe of God that takes 
away the ſins of the 
world. But that onely 
diſh comprehends all 
the plenty and all the 
variety of the dainties 
of Gods houſe. Here 
I find before all things 
s remedy to all my 
diſeaſes, the remiſſion 
of my fins according to 
the riches of his grace; 
for the blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt cleanſeth us from 


all ſinne. 2 John 1. 7. 


And my fins being 
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doned and my ſoule 


jaſtified , how much 


e, how much gldry 
— God be- 
comes my father, his 


beloved ſonne becomes 


my brother, his Spirit 
becomes my liſe, his 
kingdome becomes 
mine heritage: And 
God gives me now in 
his table the pledges 
and earneſt of that 
eternal feaſt, where 
Chriſt hath prepared a 
place for me in his 
heavenly glory. Al- 
ready in the table of this 
holy Sacrament he 
ſeedes me with the ſame 
meat and the ſame _ 
1 that 


2 
"that I ſhall be feaſted 
wich for ever in heaven. 
Here the Sonne af God 
receiveth me - for his 
8pouſe, and makes me 
ene fleſh * | 
by giving me his X 
. —— — 
elle with me by faith. 
So that he and Ire no 
more two, but one 
fleſh. O dear, O preci- 
-OUS feaſt , where my 
God himſelfe is my 
food, where I taſte how 
the Lord is praciont | 
1 Pet 2 3. O life of my 
ſonle 1 O ſweet fore- 
taſte of the fatnes of 
Gods houſe and the 
rivers of his pleaſures [ 
Bleſſed. 
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5 am 1 if'y T"'tah 
the goodngs Gf 
Lord,, more belle 
if T. &y exprefſe It 'by 


| 1 


Now ' this "ty the 


| thing, O my ſoule, 


which thou mut 


ſetioully looke tö. 
| Thou traſt bin conſider- 
| Ing what goods are 


giventhee at rhe Lords 
table! But haſt thon 
conſicfered what duties 
are re. Juired of thee by 
this holy Communion? 
Looke to thy ſelfe, and 
preſume not to come 
to 8 the benefits, 
not being diſpoſed to 
render the duties. Here 
| Chriſt 


ai 
eee 


;Ebriſt: gives. himſelſe 
to — it 1zwpo 
72 ion that Il 
Wye my ſelle to him. 
e gives me his body 
and blood to be recei- 
ved by faith, but it 
must be 3 faitb that 
Þ&rifies the heart, and 
Js working by love. 40. 
15. 9. Gal. 5. 6. Elſe 
it is no faith but pre- 
ſumption. He gives me 
his body and blqod for 
my food, but it is that 
I may be renewed to a 
better life. He grafteth 
me upon himſelſe, but 
it is that I may 1 nas 
fruit anſwerable to the 
tree that beareth me. 
1 
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Jan the vine (ſaith he) 
and jon are the branches, 
le that abideth in me 
and | in bim, the [awe 
brings forth much fruit. 
Tohn 15. 5. He makes 
me one body with him, 
but it is that I may live 
with his life and follow 
his example. I come te 
bis rings : Loris 
his ings 2 But his 
Apoſtle Peter teacheth 
me, that (brift beth 


' ſuffered for ut, leeving. 


us an example, that we 
frould follow his ſteps; 
Whe did no ſinne, neither © 
was Fuile found in bis 
month. 1 Pet 2 21. 
Chriſt feedes me, 2 

ls 


his other mem 
with me, with the 

'bread, the bread of his 
table, that we may be 


himſelfe is the bead. 
I muſt then come neere 
this Sacrament of chari- 
ty with a mind full of 
charity. And * joining 
with Chrift and his 
Church with this my- 
ſtieal bond, I muſt ſtudy 
hereafter to keepe that 
ynion holy aud invio- 
lable by charity unfain- 
ed. This Sacrament is 
a ſeale of my Covenant 
with God. It obligeth 
me then to a grateful 
vbſer vation that 
_=_ high 


eee fie 


all one body whereof 
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igh Covenant, made 
wih me in the holy 
Commünion. O that 1 
had the eyes of mine 
underſtanding inlghb- 
teneck and my heut 
open to apprehend 
pely the importance 
of the Covenant made 
me in this holy table! 
O that my fervent 
affections were ſenſidle 
enough to reſent what 
obligation this ſeale'of 
his eternal love layeth 
upon me ? That che 


body and blood of 
Chrift here given me 
are the price of my re- 
demption. And that 


being redeemed by ſuch 
| 2 


-, 


A great price , 1 am no 
more mine owne, but 
Chriſts, that purchaſed 
me to have my ſervice, 
Then before I receive. 
this oe and blood, 5 
| ove thus caſt m 
oning; I am goj 
90 take the price 85 
00. Sonne Ra God hath 
ay to buy me. 80 
— 4 I receive that 
ment, I muſt at the 
age time deliver to 
him that which he hath 
bought , and. wholy 
>reſigne” my ſelfe to him 
| -by A, ſincere love and 
obedience. Without 
:that che ba will 
no hold, ond 4 ve- 
& I Rant 
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mnt is null. For co: 


think to poſſeſſe the: 


price that he payed to 
buy me, and net deliver 


to him what he bought, 
that would be keeping 
the cloath and the 
money: that would be 
| affronting the Lord 
| Jeſus, and provoking: 


him to keepe his body 
and blood to himſelf, 
ſince we will not give 
him our bodies and our 
ſpirits in exchange. Can 
I find in my heart to 
take ſo much of him, 
and deny him ſo ſmall 
a thing ? And ſhalt I 
not be moved by the 
com- 


compaſſions of. God , ts 
I nt my body « living 
ſacrifice, holy, acceptable 
ante bim which is my 
' reaſonable ſervice ? Rom. 
12. 1. 
It is my reaſonable 
ſervice indeed to facri- 
fice my ſelfe to him that 
ſacrificed himſelf -for 
me. And ſince he gives 
me the incenſe of his 
merit, it is my bounden 
duty to bring to it the 
ſire of my love, to ſend 
up to heaven the ſweet 
fayour of @cale and 
praiſes and of a holy 
converſation. Since 
Chriſt is dead for me, it 
is my duty to dye for | 
„„ 


him, killing within me. 
chat Old Man of fine: 
who hath bin the cauſe: 
of the death of my 
Saviour; He loved me 


when I was by natute 


his enemie; I will then 


learne of him to love 
mine enemies. He hath. 
forgiven me a debt of 
ten thouſand talents , I 


| muſt forgive a hundreth 


pence to my fellow ſer- 
vants. Vea, as God for- 


| giveth me offcnſes 


without numbes, ſo 1 
muſt to my neighbours. 
He hath bin obedient 


| to his father even to 
the death of th: Croſſe, 
I au alſo ory him 


in 


240 Selilogaybefore 
in the hardeſt things, 
it were to re- 
fit unto blood, I take 
3 in his table for 
Saviour, I muſt 
him at the ſame 


time for my Lordand 


the pattern for my imi- 
tation. 

Being thus diſpoſed 
I will make bold to 
come neere his holy 
Table. My ſoule re- 
joyce thou in the Lord, 
Fake hold of his ſalvati- 
on, Take hold of him- 
ſelfe, Get life in his 
death, and health in his 
wounds. O taft and ſec 
that the Lord is good, 
Bleſſed is the man that 
truſte:h 
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truſteth in him. PD. 34 
8. The Lord Jeſus hath 
made an exchange with 
me. He hath taken my 


| fins npon himſelf, 


and put bis righreoul- 
neſs upon me. He hath 


—— 


made my peace with 
God. He hath given 
me the inheritance of 
the Saints in che light. 


jeſus himſelt is mine in- 


heritance; He is my 


food, my life, and my 
joy. To hun then Ian 
going with a ferven: 
zea! boch to tak: him, 
and give my ſelſ do him. 
I ammy beloyeds and 
my beioved 1s mine, I 
wül take him, and will 
M no? 


242 Apreyerbifore | 
notlet him go. Neither 
life nor death fhall 
ſeparate me from him. 


1—ů — 


A PRAYER 
before the 
Holy Communion, 


* « „„ - 


Y moſt gracious 
God, who haſt 
ſo loved me as to give 
thy dear onely Sonne, 
and .deliver him over 
to the bitter death of 
the croſſe to make 
propitiation for my 
ſinnes, the pledges and 
aſſurances where of thou 
FE 
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- giveſt me in thy holy 


Table. My minde is 
ſwallowed in the ad- 


miration of thy bounty, 
| and loſeth it (elfe in 


the boundleſs and bot- 
tomleſs Ocean of thy 
compaſſi ons; and to- 
gether I am beaten 
down with a deepe 
confuſion and griefe, 
when I conſider how 
unworthy I have made 
my ſeife of thy great 
love, and how I have 


' provoked thy luſtice- 


O Lord hadſt thou 


borne thy ſelfe towards 


me as a Iudge, and hadſt 
thou called me to 


| account how I have ob- 


| 


M2 ſerved 


ſerved thy commande- 
ments, and what profit 
I have made of the 
talent of thy graces ? 
inſtead of being invited 
at this time to be 
partaker of thy Scnnes 
body and blood, I 
fhould have becn caſt 
long ago into outer 
darknefle, where there 
is wailing and goaſhing 
of teeth, for I have 
grievouſly offended 
againſt thy lawes and 
abuſed thy benefits. I 
have not been zealous 
in the duties of thy 
ſervice, nor diligent 
in good workes , nor 


weaned from the love 
of 
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of the world, nor 
feruent in thy love, 
which requireth the 
whole heart and ſouls. 

But, O my Cod, 
thou haſt lookt upon 
my guilty condition 
through the merit of 
; thy Sonne, and there- 
fore not with an eye 
of a Judge but of a 
tender hearted Father. 
Like as a father pittieth 
his children, ſo the 
Lord pittieth them 
that feare him. Thou 
art mercifall and graci- 
ous, O Lord, ſlow to 
anger and plenteous in 
mercy. Thou haſt, not 
dealt with me after my 
M 3 ſins, 


* 


fins , nor rewarded me 
according to mine in- 
Iquities. For as the 
heaven is bigh above 


the earth, ſo great is 


thy mercy towards me 
thy finfull ſervant. P/. 
103. 

Wherefore, O Lord, 
though I have never 
fo great rerſon to 

eve for my ſinnes, 


have more reaſon yet 


to rejoyce at thy love. 
O how great is thy 
mercy ! How wonder- 
full is thy love, which 
inſtead of turning away 
from me, becauſe I 
turned away from thee, 
was pleaſed to runne 
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fitter me, and bring me 
home when I was loſt. 


| What an infinite height 


of bounty, that thou 


didit pitty me, not 
only becauſe I was 
miſerable , but becaute 


' ] was guilty, and to 
have made me of a 
ſubject of thy wrath 
⁊ motive for thy com- 


paſſions |! 
O my God, when l 
behold upon thy holy 


table the ſacred me- 
morial of the death of 


my Saviour, and ſee 
with the eyes of faith 


bis body and his blood, 


which are the finne- 


offering whereby my 


4 peace 


peace was made with 
thee ; Then fay I with 
humble and © hearty 
thankfulnes, joined 
with a deep: amaze- 
ment. Who am I Lord 
that thy beloved Sonne, 
one God with thee 
bleſſed - for evermore, 
ſhould ſo debaſe himſelf 
for me, as to ſuffer that 
I ſhould not ſuffer, and 
undergoe the vileſt 
reproach, and the 


bittereſt death of all, to 


give me his riches, his 
glory, his kingdome, 
and, which is more 
then all, himſelfe? 
That entring into the 
agonies of his . 

2 : e 
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| he would make a de 
dlaration of his laſt will⸗ 
| whereby he lea veth me 
the legacy of his moſt 


holy body and blood, 


and the benefit of his 


meritorious death. 
That he would invite 
me by his gracious 


command to come and 
tale poſſeſſi on of it, and 


encourage me to come 
neere by the inward 
aſſurances of faith, that 
my reconciliation is 
made with thee by the 
merit of his obedience. 
How excellent is thy 
loving lcindues O God! 
therefore the children 
of men put their truſt 

M$ I, 


4 $55 pe * wang. i hs A , 
in the ſhadow of thy | 
wings, They ſhall be | 
abundantly fatisfyed | 
1 
t 
0 
| 


with the fatnes of thy 
houſe, and thou ſhall 
make them drinke of 
the river of thy plea- 
ſures. Pſal. 36. 7. 
Now, my God, as 
the greatneſs of thy 
bounty to me is infinite- 
ly above mine unwor- 
thineſs, it is as much 
abore my capacity. 
And what ſhall I doe to 
receive ſuch high 
benefits worthily ? O 
Lord I might well be 
an great perglexity upon 
that — 1 the wor- 
thineſs of the communt- 
cants 


» | cants was neceſſary for a 
e | worthy receiving of 
5 | thy Sonnes body and 
4 

| 


' blood, Nay it is fora 
| remedy to their unwor- 
thineſs that they are 
called by thee to this 
ſacred feaſt. It is becauſe 
I am unworthy, Ir 1s 
| becauſe I am ſinful that 
1 prepare my ſelfe to 
come to thy table. It 
is becauſe I have pro- 
voked thy juſtice that 
J have now recourſe 
unto the throne of thy 
grace. It is becauſe I 
am deſtitute of righ- 
teouſneſs that I come 
to ſecke it inthe merit 
of thy Sonne. 
Yet 


Yet, Lord, becauſe 
none can be a real and 
ſpiritual gueſt at thy 


holy table without the 


wedding garment and 
due preparation; I 
beſeech thee, my God, 
to make thy grace 
complete in me, give 
me a ſerious repentance 
of my ſins, and that 
ſacrifice acceptable unto 
thee of a broken and a 
contrite heart. Give 
me a true faith in thy 
mercy by the merit 
of thy Sonne. Cover 
me with the imputation 
of his righteouſneſle, 
that nuptial robe re- 
quiſite to ſit at thy table 

. in 
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in thy kingdome , of. 
which this holy Com- 
munion is the earneſt. 
and the foretaſte. Give 
me a holy appetite of 
thy grace, that hunger 
and thirſt after righ- 
teoulneſſe, à feeling 
acknowledgement of 
thy bounty, the joy of 
my ſalvation, the ſweet 
aſſurances of thy love. 
And ſince our com- 
munion with thee is the 
common bond of the 
communion of Saints, 
Give me, O Lord, a 
ſincere charity, where- 
by I may be one with 
thee my head, and with 
all thy redeemed my 
fellow 
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fellow members, and 1 


whereby I may have 
peace with all men. 
Enable me to ſhew that 
J love thee by lovi 
my neighbours — 
doing them good for 
thy ſake who doſt me 
ſo much good. As thou 
forgiveſt me, give me 
grace to forgive. 

Lord | come to 
receive the Sacrament 
ofthy Covenant. Grant 
that I may now renew 
it, conſecrating to thee 
with a free heart this 
body and ſoule which 
thou haſt redeemed. 
As I live from thee in 
my nature, and by thee 
through 
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| through redemption, 


apd in thee through 


| regeneration, grant me 
allo to live onely for 
thee,andglorifie thee in 
my body and in my 
Spirit which are thine. 
Unto thee, O Lord, I 
humbly preſent. them. 
O take thou ſuch an 
abſolute poſſeſſion of 
them that nothing but 
thy ſelfe live in me. 
That I be now filled 
with thy grace, and 
for ever ſerve te thy 
glory. Amen 
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A_ Shorter Prayer t0 
uſe A little before the 
E” Communion, 


Lord Jeſu, who 
Fealleſt me to thy 
able, be pleaſed to 
meet me , and bring me 
to it thy ſelfe. Give me 
the two wings of faith 
and love to raiſe my 
heart tothee. 

O Sonne of God, who 
haſt given thy ſelfe for 
me, and doſt at this time 
give thy ſelfe to me, 
open thou my heart to 
receive thee, give me 
holy affections te enter- 
| taine 
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tain thee. That with a 
confidence tempered 
with humility and a joy 
full of holy trembling , 
I receive this high my- 
ſtery of my ſaluation, 
yea, that J enjoy thine 
owne ſelfe really and 
truly. 
O thou that woaldſt 
be conceived in the Vir- 
gins wombe, be con- 
ceived againe in my 
heart, that hereafter I 
may live with thy life. 
O thou that wouldſt 
die for me, make me now 
feele the efficacy of thy 
death in the comfort of 
my ſoule and the morti- 
fication of my ſinfull 
affections. O 


* 
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O thou that art riſen 

from the dead, and aſ- | 7 
cended to heaven, worke | 
a reſurrection of holines 
in my heart, and a lively 
faith to aſcend to hea- 
ven after thee. There to 
embrace thee, and hold 
thee, while I take with 

my hand the outward 
elements of bread and 
wine. O bread of life 
come ' feede my ſoule. 

O holy Ghoſt give me 

the true taſte of theſe 
great mercies. And for 

the fruics of thy bounty 

let me ever returne the 
fruits of my love and 
thankfulneſs. 


Thanks- 
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Thanksgiving after the 


holy Communion, 


AY God, moſt gracious 
I Father, who faßt this 


diy given methe pledges of 
= n eargeſtef 
eternal life; My God, who 
haſt fed me wi body 
and blood of thy ſonne, and 
haft qvickened me with the 
merit of his obedience ap- 
| plied to my: heart throp 
faith; 1 am full with thy 
bounty: My ſoule is ſarizfied 
as with marrow and fatneſs, 
and my mouth praiſerh thee 
with joyful lips. My ſoule 
- hath been thirſty after thee 
as 2 thirfty land, and chan 
haft made it a watered 
garden. Pſal. 63. 5: 15 
143 6. Iſa. $8. 11. I have 
4 . unto thee 


iſed heart, and thou 5 
made 
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made it whole with thy 
fweeteſt comforts. I came 
unto thee poore and hungry 
after thy grace, and I returne 
rich and full with the bread 
deſcended from heaven. Q 
the es of thy mercy 


Randing! Thou haft given 
me thy Sonne. Thon haſt 
given me thine owne ſelfe. 
The Locd is the portion of 
mine inheritance, and of my 
thou maintaineſt my lot. 
The lines are fallen unto me 
in pleaſant ur ave 
«. goodly heritage. Ther 
fore my heart is glad, — 
my glory rejoycerth , My, 
fleſh. alſo ſhall reſt in hope, 
Pſal. 156. 5 
0 1 had the tongus 
els, to N thee glory 
in the higheſt , for the peace 
which thou makeft on earth, 
with che men honored with 
thy good will! Let thy 


which. Paten all, under- 
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| redeemed people gloriſie 

| thee. Let all thy workes 

| | magnifiethee. Let my foule 

1 — wig by _ mop oo 
compaſſions, comforted by 
thy love, and already bleſſed 
in heavenly places in the 
perſon of Cttiſt my head, 
love thee, praiſe thee, 
magnifie thee, and conſeerate 
her ſelfe unto thee, who haſt 
beſtowed thy Sonne upoi 
me. I heartily deſite Omy 
God, to ſet up thy kingdome 
in my heart, to ſubject alk 
my affections and imaginã- 
tions unto thee alone, to 
have no will but thy will, 
to know no intereſt but thy 
glory, to place all my felicity 
in walking before thee unto 
all pleaſing. 

But, O wy God, I live yet 
in the fleſh. The fleſh is in- 
firme, Satan is crafty and 
vigilant to ſeduce me; And 
the world is contrary , whe- 

ther 


« 
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ther ke perſecute me, ot 
ſmile upon me. My Zeale 
n 

not the wing ſtrong 
enough to keep me up in 
that height. And after I am 
raiſed up to heaven, I am 
prone to fall down againe 


to the ground. Wherefore, 


O Lord, be pleaſed to ſaſtaine 
me wich thy vertue from 
above. And as after ſending 
of thy Sonne thou didſt ſend 
thy Spirit to thy Church, 
So now after thou haſt given 
me thy Sonne this day, O 
give me alſo the vertue of 
thy good Spirit. 

Yeg come, holy Ghoſt, 
make my heart thy dwelling 
place. Sanctifie me to thy 
ſelfe, mortifie my finfull 
affections. Fill me with faith, 
charity, meekeneſs and all 
Chriſtian vertues. Preſerve 
me againſt the ſeductions of 
the world. Endue me with 

ſtrength 


nne 
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ſtrength againft all the fiery. 5 
Fans” the wicked. "= 
Be my counſellour in my 
perplexities, My comforter 
in my troubles, and my 
guide in all my wayes. 
| My God, who haſt fed me 
this day in the hope of a 
better life ſpiritual and 
eternal, Give me grace to 
begin it already. O enable 
me to live in earth as they 
' live in heaven, as muchas 
my temporal condition is 
capable of it, advancing in 
thy knowledge, loving thee, 
praifing thee and obeying 
thee with all my heart, with 
all my ſoule, with all my 
ſtrength, and with all my 
underſtanding. Suffer me 
not to love the world, nor 
the things that are in the 
world, but let my heart be 
where my treaſure is. 1. Ioh. 
3. Mar. 6. 
And after I have fought 
the 
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the good fight, and kept the 

faith, be pleaſed to give me 
* the erowne incorruptible of 
fe. Let me finally poſſeſſe 
cs the full thy beloved Sonne 
that loved me and gave him- 
© felfe for me. Let me once 
enjoy that fulneſs of joy thut 
* af in thy preſence, and 


3 ſe pleaſures for evermore 
+ Chat are at thy right hand, 
Where I may find mine 
eternal del ght in praiſing 
eternally, for thine 
eternal love in thy Sonne 
Ieſus Chrift. 
To whom with thee and 
the holy Ghoſt be glory for 
evermore. Amen. 


FINIS. 


